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To His GRACE 
T 0. WM & OY 


By Divine Peri 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Pri- 
mate of all England, &c. and, thro 
him and under his Protection, to the 
Hz aps of all others the Religions now 
known or practiſed in the Univerſe, 


May it pleaſe Your Grace, 


OUR Grace knows too well the totter- 

\ ing State of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the growing Circumſtances of Atheiſm 
and Infidelity in this libertine Age and Country, 
to require further Informations from me on thoſe 
Heads; Reaſon is now the ſovereign Judge and 
decides arbitrarily in all the Affairs of Controver- 


iy: Myſteries and Articles of Faith are laid a- 
A 2 tide, 
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To His GRACE 
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By Divine Permiſſion, 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Pri- 
mate of all England, &c. and, thro' 
him and under his Protection, to the 
Hz aps of all others the Religions now 
known or practiſed i in the Univerſe. 


May it Pleaſe Your Grace, 


OUR Grace knows too well the totter- 
ing State of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the growing Circumſtances of Atheiſm 

and Infidelity i in this libertine Age and Country, 

to require further Informations from me on thoſe 
Heads; Reaſon is now the ſovereign Judge and 
decides arbitrarily in all the Affairs of Controver- 


ly : _ Myſteries and / Articles of Faith are laid a- 
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fide, and nothing can paſs but what ſtands that 


Touch- ſtone: All the Wit and Humour of the | 


Age is imployed in laughing Religion out of the 
World, and a grave Man is often at a Loſs how 
to defend it: Church Authorities go for nothing: 
Revelation 1 is ſaid to be but an Impoſition, Be 
there is no Way left to ſupport it but by the ſame 
Weapons and Engines which ſo long have been 
unployed againſt it. 
l T have been thrown into this Way of thinking 
buy a Poem of the celebrated Mr. Yoltarre's, ad- 
dreſſed to a Lady aty/Bruſſels, which fell into my 
Hands in that City in the Year 1739. It is 
wrote with great Art, Wit and Humour, and 


turns into Ridicule every Thing amongſt Chri- 


ſtians ſacred, with all the Powers of Genius pe- 
culiar to that Writer. | 

I muſt own it ſhocked me, and almoſt ſtag- 
gered my Faith ; but we are generally fond of 
Tenets early inculcated and long adopted: And 
I thought it therefore fit, before I gave myſelf up 
to the plealing Deluſion, to conſider the whole 
of Religion with Gravity and Attention, and to 
ſee if I might not, in the Reaſon of Things, find 
ſome Arguments to ſupport a Syſtem handed 
down to me through ſo many Ages, and believed 
and confided in by myſelf to that Hour. 

Perhaps it may be Pride, my Lord; but if not 
Pride, there is ſomething very like it in the human 
Mind, which makes us very adhering to Maxims 
long profeſſed by us; we are probably aſhamed 
to have lived ſo long 3 in Error, and unwilling to 
acknowledge our own Weakneſs or Ignorance 

which 
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which laid us open to Impoſition: One thing 

or other gives us an Avetſion to new Doctrines, 
and makes us tenacious of the Old whether they | 
be of Religion or of Philoſophy : And you ſhall 

find even this Day a Scholar of Carthefus's School 
Debate againſt all the experimental Philoſophy of 

Sir aac Newton for an abſolute Plenum in Na- 
ture, with as great Vehemence and as much 
Farneſtneſs as the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity a- 


gainſt an Atheiſt, or as one ſet of Chriſtians a- | 
gainſt another. 


Perhaps this Leaning of my Mind towards the 


Religion of my Anceſtors might have been m 
Motive to the Inquiry, but whatever it was, I ſet 
myſelf ſeriouſly and with Attention to the Con- 

ſideration of it, and I found that, our Faith could 
be defended with Reaſon; and that the Unbe- 
lievers drew their moſt weighty Arguments from 
our ſhuting it out from any Share in the Debate; 
I concluded therefore, in one Part or other of my 
Life, to give my Sentiments on that Head to the 
World. 

But, my Life, my Lord, has been ſuch a Se- 
ries of Adventures, that I never had Leiſure to 
ſet to it until the Year 1751, when, provoked by 
a very impious though inſignificant Book, pub- 
iſhed under the Title of An Effay on Spirit, and 
aſcribed to a certain Right Reverend Biſhop of a 
neighbouring Kingdom, I determined to ſnatch 
as many Hours as I could for the Purpoſe ; and 
I arranged (as well as my Hurry would permit) 
my Thoughts on that Head into the Order in 


which your Grace will nd them in the follow- 
ing 1 
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I have preſumed to addreſs them in the firſt 

Place to your Grace, as the Head of that Part of 
the Chriſtian Church with which I live in im- 
mediate Communion; and, through your Grace 
and under your Protection, to the Heads of all 
other Religions now known or practiſed on the 
Globe which we inhabit. 

| This Manner of Addreſs, my Lord, may ap- 
| pear ſomewhat ſtrange to your Grace but when 
I conſider the whole Creation as the Work of 
done only God, when I find him in his ſecond 
' Perſonality ned in the Fleſh, preaching 

and teaching the Terms of Salvation to all, and 
for all dying a moſt ſhameful and ignominious 
Death upon the Croſs, I muſt conclude it fit and 
proper for me neither to confine myſelf to any one 
Set of the Chriſtian Church, nor to any one Na- 
tion, Religion or Country. But after the Re- 
ſpect and Honour due from me to your Grace, 
as Head of the Diſtrict in which I live, to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to the whole World, as it imports 
every Man equally, rightly to know God and to 
believe in him; that believing in the Law-giver 
we may ſubmit ourſelves to his Laws, on the 
Obſervation of which our Salvation in the firſt 
Reſurrection depends, and I hope therefore your 
Grace will be ſo good to pardon my ſecond Ad- 
dreſs to the Heads of the other Sectaries. 

The Purpoſe of the divine Miſſion, was for the 
Salvation of all the Race of Adam; and if we 
believe the Scriptures, the Doctrine of Chriſt was 
preached in all the Nations then known to us in 
the World; the Apoſtles and * of Chriſt 
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labouted in the Vineyard with their own Hands, 
and by Miracles by them wrought in all Lands 
convinced their Hearers of the Truth of the 
Doctrine by them taught. 

This Power over Nature was at leaſt equal to to 
reaſoning upon. the Principles they inculcated: 
They did not abſolutely and dogmatically impoſe 
Articles of Faith without giving their Reaſons 
for them; nay, they gave the ſtrongeſt Reaſons 
in the World, in the Miracles which they wrought; 
and could our Clergy give the like Reaſons in 
Support of their Doctrines, the whole Earth might 
by this Time be all of one Religion; but as this 
Power is withdrawn, a Reaſon is every where 
now expected, Credenda's of all kinds, dogmati- 
cally impoſed are laughed at, and we mult be eve- 
ry where ready (as St. Paul adviſes) to give a Rea- 
ſon for the Faith which is in us, and which we 
would perſuade others to embrace. 

God has bleſſed this Nation above all otherny : 
We are the Ballance of Power every where ; if 
Liberty is any where found it owes Its Preſerva- 
tion to Great-Britain, which like a Guardian- 
Angel watches over the Whole, and, at the Ex- 
pence of its own Blood and Treaſure, defends and 
protects it: Its Commerce is extended to all Parts 
of the Globe, and it aſſerts its Dominion over 
the Seas and Oceans, which are known upon 

; ſo that no Nation ever was (not excepting the 
1 Monarchy of old Rome) more fit to ex- 
tend the true Religion than Great-Britain; others 
there are indeed who labour more affiduouſſy to 
ipread. their particular Tenets; but as their Views 

there- 
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therein are meerly Merchantile and Mercenary, 
and as their Doctrines are leſs pure and more con- 
tradictory to Reaſon, they can never, nor ought 
they to ſucceed. | 

Great- Britain is free, and conſequently noble 
and generous z to it belongs, not only the Care 
of the temporal Liberty and Property of the 
Whole, but the ſpiritual Liberty alſo; and beſt 
becomes it therefore, to relieve the World from 
the Bondage of Myſteries, to give to the reſt the 
Reaſon of the Faith which is in them, and to 
ſhew to all Nations, that their God is amiable 
and lovely, mild, juſt, and merciful to all who 

call upon and put their Truſt in him. For the 
Accompliſhment of which great Work it is not 
one of the leaſt Bleſſings beſtowed upon this Land 
that a Perſon of your Grace's Piety, Wiſdom and 
Fortitude, is by Providence, at this Time, a 
ced at the Head of the Church. 

To your Grace therefore (my Lord) as Head of 
that Part of Chriſt's Church of which I have the 
Happineſs to be a Member, I make my Addreſs 
of this little Treatiſe, and I hope you will afford 
it your Protection ſo far as you may find it anſwer- 
ing the Purpoſes by its Author intended: The 
Support and Propagation of the true Religion of 
Chriſt; and I conciude, 


My Lord, 
Your Grace's moſt Obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 


J. B. 


PREFACE 

HEN Sextus Quintus had iſſued a Procla- 
mation, offering a very conſiderable Reward 
5 to any Man who ſhould ſafely erect a certain 
Obeliſt at Rome, but under the Penalty of Death in Caſe 
he ſhould fail in the Attempt ; a Perſon ſrlled in mecha- 
nic Powers was found hardy enough to undertake it; he 
proceeded to the Execution, but when he had got the Obe- 
liſk almoſt upright he found himſelf ſtinted in Room to 
work farther, and, deſpairing of achieving, was on the 
Point of giving up the Undertaking, when an Engliſh 
Sailor, who knew nothing of the Mathematics, cried out 
for Water, which being brought to him, he ſprinkled it 
on all the Ropes, and by wetting them plentifully contrac- 
ted them to ſuch a Degree, that they drew up the Obeliſt 
to the wiſhed for Point, and fixed it, to the great Foy of 


the Undertaker and of all the Standers by. 
I mention this Story as a Parallel to my Undertaking : 


T have adventured to offer myſelf, in the Diſpute about 


the Trinity, as the Engliſh Sailor did on the above Occa- 
fron; I find the moſt learned Divines were not able to 
make Way with their Myſteries againſt common Senſe, 
and I have therefore made the following little Effort to fee 
what plain good Senſe and honeſt Reaſon may do; in 
which if I have failed *tis not the Fault of my Heart; 1 
have intended well, and ] hope the moſt Zealous cannot 


lade it amiſs. 


There was a Time when Myſteries were reverenced, 
and when Reaſon bowed itſelf down in blind Obedience, to 
* thing of that Sort advanced 49 the infallible Guide, 

a the 
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Hebaviour or Imprudence brings upon us in this N orld ; 
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the Church ; but this reaſoning Age of ours will not away 
with them longer : ; there muſt be a Reaſon aſſigned for 
every Thing : The Reformation has taken off the Bandage, 
and as we have been made to ſee the groſs Impoſitions of 
the one, we can no longer ſuffer any thing like them 1 in the 
other Church. 

*Tis in Nature that when we force ourſelves Sow 
whatever had hold of us, we are carried by that Force to 
a greater Diſtance, than, were ve let looſe, we ſhould 
have gone of our own accord when the Reformers had 
forced themſeFves from the then eſtabliſhed Church, they 
Should have made Reaſon their Guide in all; but preſerv- 
ing ſtill the old lazy Method of inforcing difficult Tenets 
and hard to be reconciled, by the fingle Name of Myſteries, 
and excluding arbitrarily our Reaſon from any Share inthe 
Debate, the Laity, who had been taught that Reaſon was 
their Guide in the Reformation, wou!d no longer ſubmit 


| i Myſteries, and forcing themſelves from that Holt 


de fallen into the contrary Exiream : An intire Diſbe- 


be of the Doctrine, and an utter Denial of le Re de- 
lation, on which it is built. 


This is the State of Chriſtianity at this Time ; ; the _ 


Clergy adbere flriftly to the Doctrine of Myſteries, the 
Laity, ſhocked at fuch an Impoſition, are every Day expo- 
fing the whole Doctrine of Chriſt on that Account, —Rea- 


Jon, jay they, is the Guide given to Man; it could never 


be the Will or the Decree of a good Being, that Man, who 
has no other Light to go by, ſhould be eternally damned to 
Miſery, for not believing what is directly contradictory to 
that Reaſon ; thereſore the whole Doctrine of the divine 
Perſon who is charged with this groſs and abſurd Impo- 
ſition, can have no Authority from the good Being who 


bas formed us, and all that he has taught is a meer hu- 


man Invention; there is uo Revelation, and we are un- 


dier no Obligations but moral Honeſty , nor are there any 


Rewards or Puniſhments but thoſe which our own good 


od 
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and they laugh at all Religion, Ghurch, Hierardy and 
ſpiritual Dominion. 


This ſure is a melancholy Situation for the Church of 


Chriſt to be in; and it cannot therefore, in me, be thought 
a Crime, if 7 offer the following little Treatiſe to the 


World in the plain and humble Dreſs it wears; if any 


Thing it contains can induce the Chiefs of both Parties to 
underſtand one another better than they have hitherto done, 


it may in time produce a Coalition between them, and recon- 


cile Mankind to the beſt Syſtem of Morality that ever yet 


appeared in the World, incloſed as it is like an Iliade in 


4 Nut-ſhell. If 1 can be pardoned the Expreſſion, incloſed, 
I. jay, in one ſingle and ſhort Sentence : ** Do to no Man 
but as thou wouldſt he ſhould do unto you. 

Is it not a melancholy Reflection to think that a Syſtem 


fo full of Peace, mutual Forbearance, Forgiveneſs of 


Injuries : A Syſtem taught by ſo dignified a Perſonage, 
who ſealed his Doctrine with his Blood, and with that of 
his Apoſtles and Followers, ſaying, by this ſhall ye be 
known to be my Diſciples, in that ye love one another : A 
Perſon, who perſecuted to the Death upon the Croſs, prayed 
for his Enemies, ſaying, Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do; is it not, I again ſay, a melan- 
choly Reflection to think that ſuch a Religion of Peace 
and Love ſhould, in the Hands of its Profeſſors, occafion 
more Wars and Deſolations, Perſecutions and Maſſa- 


crees among ſt themſelves, than any other, even the groſſeſt, 


moſt ſenſual and barbarous Religion which ever was 
taught or practiſed amongſt Men, in any Age or in any 
Part of the Warld ? Yet this is the Truth, and whoever 
bas read Hiſtory muſt confeſs it. 


F any one enquires how this came about, be will find, 


that it is from the Doctrine of Myſteries: In Matters of 


Reaſon all Men agree; but when any Man, or Set of 
Men, ſet up Abſurdities, Contradictions to Common-Senſe, 
and Impolſibilities, for Articles of Faith, and cram 
them down with an Ipſe Dixit, they will find many 
| vam too delicate for that hard of Digeſtion * 
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and as lis ſo natural for the Heart of Man to ab- 
hor Falſhood, that many are found ready to die for the 
Support of what they think right; whenever blind Zeal, 


for ſuch Dofrines, gets Power ſufficient into its Hands, 


tis as natural for Zealots to force their own Tenets up- 
on thoſe delicate Followers of Reaſon. And hence Ex- 
communications, Perſecutions, Proſeriptions, Cruſadoes, 


and all the bloody Engines of Zeal, to ruin, waſte, and 


extirpate all who don't in every Article join in Confeſſions 

of Faith with thoſe Enthuſiaſts. 
There are two Points in the New Teſtament, which, 

being miſunderſtood, may greatly contribute 10 the Fury 


of theſe blind Zealots : One is, the Neceſſity of Faith; 


the other, the Unity of the Church. 
Jo explain this Matter it will be neceſſary, fiſt, to fix 


upon ſome Rule of Faith; and I ſhall make bold in this 


Place, therefore, to offer mine to the Reader. 
Whatever Doctrine I find evidently contradictory to, 

or incompatible with, the Attributes of the divine Author 

of Nature, I immediately conclude not to be of God, and I 


rejedt it, by whatever Authority it is inforced; for there 
is no Contradiction in the divine Author of all. 


But if I find the Sentence doubtful, or ambiguous, and 
capable of being reconciled to thoſe his divine Attributes, 
T weigh it well, and believe it in that Senſe which is re- 
concilable to Reaſon, let what Authority ſoever urge it 
and endeavour 10 cram it down our Throats in another. 

For Example : When I find it in the Scriptures that, 
without Faith no Man ſhall be ſaved ; Faith to Con- 


 tradiftions not being in my Power, and it being, in my 
Underſtanding, a Cruelty to damn for not doing what is 


not in my Power to do, and therefore inconſiſtent with 


| the Goodneſs and Equity of God, 1 cant afſent to it in 


the common Way in which that Point is explained to us 
and inforced by Church Authority; and I look about for 
an Interpretation through the whole Chain of God's 
Gooaneſs, Equity and Truth; and I conclude, that the 
Doctrine may be underſtood in another Senſe, and that 

quite 
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quite conſiſtent with bis Truth, Equity and Goodneſs, 
and that upon theſe Confiderations : 
| The Multitude caſt out of Heaven, with their Leader 
Lucifer, for their Rebellion there, no longer fit for the 
meek and peaceful Society of the Upright, which remain- 
ed without Stain, immerc'd in Matter, blind and be- 
wildered, were no longer capable to know, in their new 
and mixed Natures, that there was any Means or Me- 
thods of Return. Tn this. unhappy State the Mercy of 
God inter poſed in their Favour, and, for their Comfort, 
revealed to our firſs Parents, that a Redemption and a 
Salvation ſhould be, and that the Seed of the Woman 
ſhould cruſh the Serpent's Head. : 
An infidel World ſucceeded, and it was neceſſary for 
the firſk Begotten himſelf, by whom, according to the 
Scriptures all was made, io manifeſt the Infinite and the 
Eternal in the Fleſh, and in his own Perſon to dwell 
among ſt them, to promulgate with Miracles, and with an 
abſolute Power over Nature, the Terms of Acceptation 
to Man, and to ſeal this Revelation with his own Blood. 
But why was all this neceſſary 2 The infinite Goodneſs, 
compaſſionating the Miſeries of his Creatures and willing 
to reap a plentiful Crop from the firſk Reſurrection, found 
t neceſſary to inforce the Article of Faith in him for 
_ without Faith in the Law-giver, who would follow the 
Law ? The Law reſtrains our moſt violent Paſſions, our 
ſtrongeſt natural Impulſes, ſets Bounds to Love and to 
Haired, to Malice and Revenge, and to every Wiſh that 
may break in upon the Peace or the Poſterity of our 
Neighbours ; but who would obey ſuch Laws, Laws ſo 
contradictory to the depraved vitiated Nature of Man's 
Mind, unleſs he believed in the Authority of the Perſon 
who promulgated thoſe Laws? No Man would to be ſure : 
And the divine Goodneſs thought it therefore no Diſhonour 
to him to deſcend from his Throne of Glory io our miſe- 
rable Natures, he did not deſpiſe the Virgin's Womb, be 
was incarnate and dwelt amongſt us, working " 
| C:6S 
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cles and manifeſting the divine Author of all in his ab- 
ſolute Power over Nature; he died in the moft ignomini- 
eus and public Manner in the Preſence of all, and was 
buried ; nay he deſcended into Hell and roſe again the 
third Day, and not only appeared to a few, but lived 
and converſed with many of his Apoſtles and Diſciples ; 
and aſcended into Heaven in their Preſence ; and all this 
that there might be no doubt of his divine Authority, that 
People believing in him might obey his Laws and follow- 
ing his Rules and Terms of Acceptation, that as many as 
he could poſſibly ſave in the firſs Reſurrection might be ga- 
'  thered into their original Happineſs , and that as few as 
'  pobſſily ſhould die the ſecond Death, and be put off to the 
ſecond Reſurrection: And it is then no longer a Wonder 
that be ſhould ſo ſtrongly inſiſt upon the Article of Faith 
in him, and ſay, that who believeth not ſhall not have 
Life in him; to wit, the Life of the firſs Reſurrection; 
but that he ſhall die the ſecond Death and be more miſe- 
rable than he was here, even in the Lake which burneth 
with Fire and Brimſtone, until Repentance, from a tho- 
rough Belief in him and a conſequent Humiliation to the 
Terms of Acceptation, intitles him to a ſecond Reſurrecti- 
on; which, if not particularly mentioned in the Revela- 
tions, is however ſtrongly implied in the mention of the 
Firſt ; for Revelations, Chap. i. Ver. 18. It is ſaid, 
that Chriſt has the Keys not of Death only but of Hell; 
from which therefore he can looſe even the damned, and 
in his Manner I have reconciled to myſelf and to the in- 
finite Goodneſs and Mercy of God, that Article which be- 
Fore ſo greatly ſhocked me, and which to me appeared ſo 
unbecoming of his Tuſtice and his Mercy; for the Truth 
7s, that without Faith in Chriſt, the Giver of the Law, 
without a firm Belief that his Father and he are one, 
and that the Divinity ated in both and dwelt in them 
bodily, as St. Paul terms it, no one of us can reconcile 
Himſelf to live in Obedience to the Laws he promulgated, 
and without obeying and conforming ourſelves to thoſe 


Laws © 
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Laws we cannot be ſaved, but muſt die the frond Death, 
not that we do not believe, but becauſe for want of that 
Faith we refuſe the Terms, and we continue obſtinate in 
the Depravity of our Fall, which is therefore not a Curſe 
for, but a Conſequence of, our not believi | 
So likewiſe of the ſecond Article above mentioned; 10 
wit, that out of the Church there is no Salvation: In the 
literal Senſe, and confining the Meaning of the. Word 
Church to any particular or national Church; to any par- 
ticular Modes of Worſhip, this would certainly be the 
greateſt Cruelty 3 and that, for the ſame Reaſon, becauſe 
our Faith is not in our Power ;, but determining of it in 
the Manner I have juſt now done of the Neceſſity of Faith, 
it will turn out thus : The Faith in Chriſt is the Church; 
and conſonant to that, when Peter anſwered and ſaid, 
Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God; Chriſt replied, 
Upon that Rock ſhall I build my Church, that is, the 
Foundation of all Churches; the weſt 1s Obedience to the 
Late by him revealed ; a Compliance to the Terms of Ac- 
_ ceptation by him declared to his People; we muſt put off 
, the Garment of our Fall, and put on that of Righteouj- 
neſs ; we muſt reform and be regenerate of the Holy 
Ghoſt, or we can never re-enter into the Preſence of the 
Almighty, and into the Society of the Meek and Fuſt of 
Heaven; but we fhall never prevail on ourſebves to ſub- 
mit to thoſe Terms till we enter into the Church; that is, 
zue the Faith that Chriſt is indeed the Son of the living 
Cod, and that he had Authority to preach that Doctrine; 
wherefore entering into the Faith in Chriſt, is entering 
into the one only Church, out of which there is no Salva- 
tion from the fecond Death; becauſe, that without enter- 
ing into that Faith, we ſpall not follow the Law, the 
Conſequence of which muſt be the ſecond Death. 

Neither is this any Cruelty in God; *tis not he, but 
we ourſelves that form our Deſtiny : 2 fell from our 
original Purity; he has contrived the Means of our Re- 
turn ; and bo put his God-like Scheme in Practice, he 

| bum- 


humbled himſelf to our fallen Eſtate in order to reveal io 
us, with more Efficacy, the Ways and the Means whereby 
we may return; if we ſubmit to the Rules of Reforma- 
tion wwe ſhall be reſtored, but unleſs we do ſo, we cannot 
return; nay it is a Doubt with me whether a bad and 
depraved Mind could find any Liappineſs among ſt the Fuſt 
end Upright ; for while obſtinate in its wicked Courſes, it 
would chuſe a Society more adapted to its Taſte, and 
would yawn and grow Liſtleſs, and not know what to do 
with itſelf, in ſuch a ſtupid Society of grave, orderly, I 
regular, and ſober Spirits: So that 1am puſhed forward FF. _ 
to think, that it 1s not in the Power even of God himſelf i 
to make a wicked and unreformed Spirit happy in eauen; f 
therefore if out of the Church, that is, diſbelieving the 
C 
7 


Authority of Chriſt, we do not obey his Laws and re- 

form, wwe muſt certainly be damned; that is, die the ſe- 
|| cond Death, and be put off to the ſecond Reſurreftion : 
1 But in this Caſe, we are not to blame the divine Law- 


my Reader in this Place, my Authorities for them. 


. giver, he has done every Thing to ſave us, nay he died to 7 
þ give Authority to his Dofirine that we may believe in 

1 him, and belicving in him that we ſhould reform; if we 5 
þ are hard of Faith, obſtinale and willful, and will not t 
\ bear, the Fault is ours, we make our own miſerable De- k 
"= fſtiny; but he tis blameleſs, and innocent of our Loſs : Nay 1 
* he will not yet abandon us, but watch over us even in of 
0 Hell, "till at loſs he brings us back, believing and mended, 

1 and reformed in the ſecond Reſurrection, to the Seats 5, 
j Bliſs ſo unhapily forfeited in our pre-exiſtant State. o 
„ Thus therefore I reconcile to the divine Attributes, and 
'' © To myſelf, theſe important Points, and all others which I £ 

5 meet with; and, freeing the Author of my Being from all 

| Charges of arbitrary Crueliy or Malignity, dreſs him out cc 

| in my Mind with the Garments of Love, Goodneſs and 

| Charity, 5 | 60 

But having mentioned ſo frequently the firſt and ſecond e 
1 Death and Reſurrection, it may not be diſagreeable to give 0 
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In the firſt Place, from the Nature of God and from a 
Contemplation of his divine Attributes, J muſs. conclude, 
that none of his Creation can be left io eternal Miſery, 
for the Reaſons in the following Eſſay more fully expreſſed; 
and as the whole Tenor of the New Teſtament ftrongly 
tells us, that, at the Reſurrection of the Dead, there 
will be a Separation of the Juſt from the Unjuſt, io wit, 
the Unreformed and Unrepented ſhall be caſt into the Pit 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels, againſt that Day ; 
. I muſt conclude, that there is ſtill, within the Boſom of 
the Almighty, a Means and a Method to bring them to 
Repentance, and to reform them even there to Repen- 
tance, and a State fit for Heaven ; and that thoſe Means 
and that Method will certainly be taken, ſo that the whole 

of this Creation ſhall be at laſs eternally happy with him 
in Heaven. 

This is the Reſult of Reaſon, arguing from the known 
Auributes of God; let us now ſee what Pe Revelation 
ſays on this Head. 

That we pre-exiſted in a State of Innocence end Hats 
_ Pineſs from which we fell, my Reader will ſind proved in 
the following little Treatiſe ;, I ſhall confine myſelf to the 
Revelations of St. John, for the Hiſtory of our Fall, 
tho" we find in other Parts of Scripture ae 1 Glimpſe 
of the fame Doctrine. 

In the Revelations of St. John the Evangelift, vor 
find this Account given us, Chap. x11. Ver. 7, 8, 9. 
% And there was War in Heaven; Michael and bis 
Angels fought againſt the Dragon and his Af gels; ; 
aud the Dragon and his Angels fought, 

And prevailed not; neither was their Place feund- 

any more in Heaven. 

And the great Dragon was caſt out, that old Ser- - 
ent which deceiveth all the World : He was caſt out 


into the Earth, and his Angels were e Caf out with 
* him,” 


cc 
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: This is 4 full, though ſuccinct Account of our firſt Fall 
from the Heaven of bleſſed Spirits; by this we ſee, that 
the Devil and his Angels fell; io wit, all thoſe who miſ- 
employing the Freedom of their Mill, became unfit, from 
their Licentiouſneſs, for the Society of bleſſed Spirits. 

My Reader, in the following Tracts, will bear more 
of them, to which, for brevity Sake, I muſt refer him, 
and only follow their Hiſtory through the ſame Revela- 
i tions; where we ſhall find, Chap. xxii. Ver. 1, 2, 3. 
that in the Day of general Judgment an Angel ſhould 

Come down from Heaven, having the Key of the bot- 
„ tomleſs Pit, and a great Chain in his Hand; 
ce And ſpould lay hold on the Dragon, that old Serpent, 
* which is the Devil and Satan, and bind him for a 
j „ thouſand Years, —and caſt him into the bottomleſs Pit, 
f ill the thouſand Years ſhould be ens; after that 
Ul & he muſt be loojed for a little Space.“ — Aud in the two 
* following Verſes he adds, And I ſaw the Souls of them 
& that were beheaded for the Witneſs of Feſus—and they 
% reigned with Chriſt.” And in the 6th Verſe he adds, 
4 Bleſſed i is be that hath Part in the firſt Reſurrection, 
c 07 ſuch the ſecond Death ſhall have no Power. And 
again, Chap. xxi. Ver. 8. But the Hearful, and 
VUnbelieving, and the Abominable, and Murderers, 
and Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolators, and 
% all Liars, ſhall have their Part in the Lake which 
* burneth with Fire and Brinzſtone; and this is the ſe- 
= nd Death.” 
- This is St. John's Hiſtory of the Fall, and of its Con- 
ſequence ; and he tells us plainly, that many of the Obſti- 
1 nale and Unrepented, ſhall be put off to the ſecond Re- 
$ ſurrection, during which Time they ſhall be confined to a 
worſe State than this, and one fitter ſor their obſtinate | 
 Tempers, of whom Chriſt, who as the ſame Author has 
Fold us, is the firſt and the laſt, Has the Keys,“ 10 
wit, of Hell and of Death ; by which muſt plainly be 
undes, oo, that the Jams P erſon who redeemed us - 
| Sis, 


* 


PREFACE. — 
this World, and is our, Hope here, muſt alſo, aj Jer the 
general Judgment and Condemnation of the Unrepented, 
be to them likewiſe, the Hope and the Redemption : ; for 
to what other Purpoſe ſhould the Key of Hell be in his 
Hand, but to open to them licewiſe the Gap of Salvation, 
when reformed and repented : So that in the End, there 
ſhall be no more wailing or complaining in our Streets, 
all ſhall, by the Mediation of the bleſſed Feſus, be re- 
formed and be brought back again by him, to thoſe Man- 
ions of Bliſs which we forfeited by our original Delin- 
quency or Sin there. 
I am not willing to take up too much of my Reader's 

Time by a long Preface to a ſhort Work, but I find it 
ſtill neceſſary to make Reflection or two more to beſpeat | 
their Favour and Attention to what follows. | | 
We muſt conſider, that Chriſt, in his Miſſion, was 
willing to reform all; and he therefore confined all Me- 
naces to the Day of general Judgment: It was, he knew. 
full well, neceſſary to make that as terrible as poſſible, and 
rather to incline us to believe Hell's Torments intolerable 
and endleſs , but we ſhould obſerve, that he does it in ſuch 
2 Manner, as while he 2 ſtrikes us with Fear of everlaſt- 

ing Damnation, by the Ambiguity of his Words he attri- 
butes not the Eternity to the Suffering of Particulars, but 
to the Exiſtence of the Place of Puniſhment ;, and, in all 
Probability, ſo it may be as an eternal Terror to the 
"Y Id of Spirits, that Ley may never again relapſe or re- 

el. 

In the next Place, we muſt. recollect, that there is a 
Time and a Seaſon for all Things ;, the Apoſtles, » who 
walked with Chriſt, were not at the Time of his dwelling 
among ſt them, made capable to underſtand him in all 
Ti * and fo he tells them; but when the proper Time 
was come, the Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon them, and they 
were inſpired, and then underſtood perfect what they 
could nat * 
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So likewiſe the Coming of the Meſſiah had its appointed 
Time ; his Revelation, the moſs authentic and perfect of 
all, was not till its appointed Time; the Knowledge of 
Ged and of his Wonders are not poured out all at once, 
but communicated as Occaſion requires; had we known all, 
or ſeen all at once, there would be no Wonder left to ſtriłe us 
from Time to Time with tha: Admiration and Awe of the 
divine Author of Nature, which is neceſſary to awaken 
cur fluggiſh Minds to worfhip and adore, and, conſequently, 
to obey him; the Revelation of the ſecond Death was not 
ill ſevere! Years after the Revelation of the Firſt, for 
it was not made till a ſhort Time before the Death of that 
Apoſtle, beloved of Chriſt, who lean'd on his Boſom, and 
after the Terrors of the Firſt had been preached to all 
ont. . 

So (ſo deſcend to inferior Revelations) the Diſcoveries 
made by Aſtronomers of the Wonders inthe material /orlds, 
were but gradually made; and to go no further than our 
preſent Time, the wonderful Power of Electricity lay al- 
moſt hid from us, in Matter, till our own Days, in which 
they were revealed to awaken us with new Wonder and 
Amaze, to the Adoration of, and Obedience to the great 
Creator of all , why therefore ſhould not we believe, that 
new Lights may from Time to Time be afforded to us, 
whereby to ſee him more diſtinctly, and to know him more 
perfefily, ſince, by knowing him more perfectly, we muſt 
neceſſarily more ardently love, honour, and obey him ; 
and was ever a Time, or Seaſon, in which ſuch Lights 
were more neceſſary to be given us than at this Day, when 
the Want of a juſt and adequate Idea of his Goodneſs 
and his Love io us, has, on the one Hand, impoſed Arti- 
cles of Faith upon us as Myſteries, which in themſelves, 
oben looked at in the Attitude in which they are exhibited 
in the following little Treatiſe, are infinite Fitneſs and 
Reaſon; and when, on the other Hand, the Laity, diſguſt- 
ed at the Doctrine of Myſteries, are flown off even to the 
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Extreams of Atheiſm, into an utter Diſbetief, not only of 
the Revelation of God, but of God himſelf. 
The only novel Doctrine which the Reader will find in 
the following Pages, is the Pre-exiſ;ence of our Souls; if 
may call that novel which has jo long ago been adopted 
by the great Origen and others, ſupported by ſeveral 


Paſſages in the ſacred Writings, and ſtrongly inforced by 


the Reaſon of Things. It may not therefore be amiſs, 


5 juſt to mention in this Place, the Neceſſuy of eſtabliſhing 


that Doctrine in the preſent Age. 
It is highly probable, that all that paſſes here, is ana- 
bog ous of what has paſſed in the pre-exiſtent State; if ſo, 


: x - Breach of the Command by our firſt Parents, record- 


ed in the Pentateuch, may have Analogy to the Fall of 
Lucifer, in the pre-exiſtent State; the turning Adam 
and Eve, and their Deſcendants out of Paradiſe ; to the 
Expulſion of the fallen Angels ſrom Heaven, and fo forth : 

For inquiſitive Minds, and Men knowing in natural Phi- 
loſophy, can never be brought to believe, that our Spirits, 
which are not traduced from Adam, ſhould ſuffer onTheir 
Entrance into the World, and before any Palſibility of of. 


fending Here; and therefore, unleſs we give into the Sen- 


timents of Origen, and yield to the Revelation on that 
Head, made through the Writings of St. John the Evan- 
geliſt, to wit, that we pre-exiſted,” and were, in ſuch 
cur Pre-exiſtence, delinquent, it will ſavour ſo much of 
Cruelty and Injuſtice in the Author of our Being, to pu- 
%% Innocents, that it muſt induce the Wiſe and the 

Ilitty to diſbelieve the Whole, and give them room to 
laugh at it as ſpurious, and not indeed a Revelation © 
the divine Mill; whereas, allowing the Pre: exiſtence of 
our Souls, and their Delinquency in that State to be the 
original Sin for which we are born Suffering, the Whole 
of the Chriſtian Syſtem becomes rational, wiſe, and good, 
and a Work becoming of nfl nite Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Mercy. 


The 
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The concealing this is probably the Reaſon why Chri- 
0 Sanity has made ſuch flow Progreſs, and loſt rather than 
gain d Ground in the World ; for how is it poſſible to con- 
VVert any ſenſible Nations to our Religion, when the firſt 
'l Thing offered 10 their Belief is a Contradiction to their 

| _ Reaſon, and offered too as a Conditio fine qui non: As 
a Matter, without the Belief of which there can be no 


[ } lotion promiſed them. 
iſ Theſe Refleftions have puſhed me forward to give to 
| 


the World the following little Treatiſe, which was wrote 
"Wi about two Years ago, upon the Appearance of a Book 
Mi called, An Eſſay on Spirit; and TI conclude, in requeſt- 
ing of my Readers, not to deſpiſe it becauſe of the Novel- 
if ties of ſome Tenets in it contained, but to give it a ſerious 
Reading, always trying whatever he doabts of in it by the 
known Attributes of God's Goodneſs, Mercy, and Ju- 
ſtice, in which I pray, that the great Author of the Uni- 
verſe may Guide him to a right Determination. 


January 24, 1754. 


SHORT REVIEW 
OF THE 


| Chriſtian Religion 


UPON THE 


PRINCIPLES | of R E AS 0 N. 


Suavis et mitis es Domine Omnibus Hroocantibus fe. 


Little Book, entitled An Eſſay on n has 
but very lately fallen into my Hands, though 
mentioned in the Title Page to be the Fourth 
Edition. It is generally aſcribed to a Right Reve- 
rend Gentleman, but I can give no Credit to that. 
Qeport ; for, as all Men agree that he is a Man of 
| Honour, he would not, I am ſure, ſlander and abuſe 

the noble Perſon whoſe Cloath he carries, and whoſe 
Bread he eats ; for whatever his private Thoughts 
may be, he muſt think it an unpardonable Meanneſs 
in the very Livery; and receiving the Pay of a Prince, 
to treat him unworthily ; and he would certainly have 
layed down his Commiſſion, as is commonly done by 
diſguſted Men of Honour, before he appeared in Arms 
againſt him ; for which Reaſon I mult abſolutely ac- 
quit "= Right Reverend Prelate, from being the Au- 
| Ws | HO 
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thor of this new Treatiſe on Spirit, and imagine it 


the Production of ſome ignorant Layman of the li- 
bertine Tribe, which has ſo greatly multiplied itſelf 
in this preſent Century amongſt us. 

Either there muſt be a God, or there is not; if 
there be a God, Man, though the moſt Perfect of 
the viſible Creation, and endowed with the longeſt 
Reach of Underſtanding, can ſcarce be ſaid to have, 
in himſelf, Powers to diſcern diſtinctly that ſuch a Be- 
ing is. 

By a Deduction of Reaſon, it is poſſible indeed 
to underſtand from the Courſe of Things, that there 


muſt have been of every Species, a firſt and ſingle 


Pair, if I may fo ſay; for as we were begotten by our 
Parents, they were by theirs; and ſo we may go back- 
ward till wearied in the Re-ſearch, we muſt fix on 


one Father and one Mother for al who, like ſome 


ſpreading Tree, by multiplying 1ts Branches Year by 


Year, at laſt covered the whole Face of the Earth. 


But this firſt Pair could not make themſelves 2 They 
muſt have had a Beginning: Who gave them that 
Beginning? They mult have had it by the Will and 
Power of another Being, greater and more excellent 
in his Nature, who with the Power had alſo the Will 
to exert that Power, and the Wiſdom to plan out and 
contrive the Scheme for the Execution of both; and 
this Being, we call Gop. 

I fay, thus far our Reaſon may carry us without 
any Aid from Revelation; but here the wearied and 
the weak Mind of Man mult ſtop. 

| Now either there has been a Revelation of the Will 
of that God, or there has been none. 

If there has not been a Revelation of his Will, then 
it is to us, as if there had been no God; for as we have 
not in us any Powers, otherwiſe than by ſuch Deduc- 
tions of Reaſon, to diſcern that there is a God, or 


there being a God ; if he has not vouchſafed to reveal 
| | 1 | to 


1 

to us his Creatures, any Modes of Worſhip, or Rules 
or Laws to follow, then we are not, cannot be anſwer- 
able to him for our Actions : There can be no, Re- 
wards, or Puniſhments hereafter, and we are left in 
the State of Nature, anſwerable only to ſuch Powers as 
have prevailed over us in Society, and we are ſub- 
ject to them only. | 

Let us now ſuppoſe this to be the Caſe, and Con- 
clude, that Religion, Divine Worſhip, and Exiſtence 
after Death, Rewards and Puniſhments hereafter, are 
all Inventions of Men, induſtriouſly propaged, as 


artfully invented, the better to govern the Maſs of 
Mankind, to be a Guard over their Privacies, to re- 
{train the wild Wiſhes of the Heart, and to make 


them honeſter in Society and better diſpoſed to one 
another. Would it not be a Pity; to take away thoſe 
Stays of Government and Policy, and to let Man- 
kind run down into Annarchy and Confuſion ? 
He would be a very weak Man, who having in his 
own Poſſeſſion a Jem (in the Opinion of the World, 


which alone gives Value to ſuch Things) of ineſtima- | 


ble Worth, ſhould break it down and flux it in a 
Crucible, to ſee whether ir really was compoſed of 
thoſe Principles, which it was univerſally eſteemed to 


be compoſed of; but, if that Jem were in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of another, ſuch a Perſon muſt be wicked, as 


well as weak, who, to gratify ſuch a vain Curioſity, 
or from an Itch of ſhewing his Parts in Chymiſtry, 
{ſhould rob his Neighbour of it for ſuch a Purpoſe. 

I really think, that the Writings and Labours of 
theſe Libertines, are under the fame Reaſon, as may 
appear from the following Reflections : : 


They muſt be very happy indeed in this World, 
who do not at ſome Time or other of their Lives, 
want the Comforts of that ſoothing Hope which ariſes 


in the Minds of honeſt Men, on a Contemplation of a 


B 2 bet- 
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better and a happier Life hereafter : but to the Poor, 
the Indigent, and the Miſerable, it 1s the greateſt 


Comfort, as well as Incouragement to Virtue, to 
Hope, and to believe that there! is a future State and a 


Reward for Virtue. 


Mankind are not all rich, all on the Summit of Flow! 
tunc's Wheel; the Goods of this World are very 
unequally diſtributed, and but a few Share in them; 


the Bulk of our unhappy Species, are low in Life, mi- 
ſerable and diſtreſſed: What a Comfort to theſe, when 


they behold an envied great Man rolling in his Coach, 


ſhining in Gold and Jewels, attended by a little Ar-. 
my of Domeſtics in rich Liveries, all the Fruit of 


Oppreſſion, and the Spoil of Orphans, to think that 


this World is paſſing away, and that another is ſoon 
to follow, where there is no Diſtinction of Perſons, 


but what ariſes from the good Uſe of the Time which 


was allotted them here: Where there are no oppreſ- 


ſing Landlords, no griping Uſuror, where the Great 
and the Rich of this World have no Pre-eminence, and 
where the Humble and the Lowly ſhall be exalted to 


"Thrones of Bliſs ? 


Under the Hands of an Oppreſſor: In the midſt of 
Penury and Want: Under the Load of a Diſtemper: 


In the Hour when no Ray of Comfort or Aſſiſtance 


breaks in upon the Wretch's Mind, from the Things 
or the Friends of this World, what a Conſolation to 
think there is a Refuge for the Diſtreſſed and a Re- 
ward for the patient Sufferer in another Like, to which 


he makes no doubt of arriving | 


This gives Fortitude in Affliction, Peace i in Ad- 


verlity, and Comfort in the Day of Trouble: And 


mult he not be a Robber of the baſeſt and cruel- 
eſt Sort, who would rob the Bulk of Mankind of 
theſe more than worldly Riches, theſe more than 
earthly Treaſures, to diſplay his Learning or his 
Parts, in lapping away the Foundation of this (ſup- 
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So 
Poſe it no more than imaginary) Happineſs from the 
moſt Miſerable, and therefore the moſt needful of it, 
Part of Mankind. 

But it may be objected, that the Fear of a future 
State is a great Cheque upon Men of Pleaſure in the 
wild Carrier of Youth, it throws a Damp upon their 
 Injoyments, and makes Men miſerable in ſpire of 
Youth and Beauty, Riches and Power. 

It may be ſo; but let them be honeſt, let them 

_ confine their Wiſhes and their Riot within the Bounds 
where even the Laws of the Land and the Rules of 
Decency, long eſtabliſhed by the Conſent of Man- 
kind, require : Let them, if I may dare repeat it af- 
ter a Perſon of late ſo out of Faſhion, let them do 
to no Man, but as they would be done by, and 
then they are unhurt, and have no longer Cauſe of 
Complaint. 

If this they cannot 19880 W to, the 
Laws of the Land will lay their Hands upon them; 
for they will not ſuffer the Peace of the Many to be 
diſturbed by the Riot of the Few; they will defend 
our Properties from the Highwayman, and the Shop- 
lifter, and our Homes from the forcible Intruſion of 
the Powerful and the Wicked; and if to ſuch evil 
diſpoſed Minds as theſe, any additional Cheque can be 
brought from the Phantom Religion (to call it in their 
own Terms) is it not fit to call i in Aids from thence, _ 
and from every other Quarter, to let Life run eaſy 
and to leave every Man to the peaceable Poſſeſſion of 
what he himſelf, or his Anceſtors, by their Labour 
and Induſtry, have made their own. 

To do otherwiſe: To take this Bandage (as they call 
it) of Religion from the Eyes of the evil-minded, 
and to inſtruct them that every Thing is lawful which 
can be done with Impunity, would be to turn the Wolf 
into the Sheep- fold, and to make waer miſerable 
and e | 


Now 


2 


> —— = 


= Po ” a 2 => 5 * —> —_ er — — K — 
— A n 
— be — = — 2 = * 3 _ * * > 2 * = 
— TS - IL” — DE — — — xz — 
2 - = — = 5 


— —— — 


— — — 
2 
— — — 


. 3 * * , ˖ oy = * — : — 2 - _ * 8 — * - — 
— — * — == — — 4 — — > 2 — r 2 = * . — — ** ot 2 
— = - E — —- — > ___ — — — — — £ — I" 3D — — _— h r= 
— - 93 1 3 wy _ ” - en — * 1 * — 
— — — . 
— - —— — — — — — — — = — — — — — — onus - — — — 
— N — — — — nt - ——— — — — 2 . ... —— ä — ů —ĩ 
m— mmm i een per —— — — — — — _ = — — — 2 "xXx" 2 — — _ 5 
. . — 22 - 1 — —— — — — - 

ERC ee ͤ ͤ—.—— — — — — . — — DID — me — — 


- — « " - — - nw 
——— . b 
- „r 


l T7 4 


(6) 
Now this Jewel, which I have above mention'd, this 
Jem of ineſtimable Value, in the Hands of Believers, 
is Religion: This curious, weak, and wicked Virtu- 
oſo, the Author of the Eſſay before us, and the in- 
eſtimable Riches which he would rob us of, by his 


_ Curioſity, is on one Hand, that Hope, that Comfort 


in Diſtreſs, that Conſolation in the Day of Trouble, 
that Fortitude under Oppreſſion, which the firm Hope 


of future Happineſs affords to the Righteous ; and, 


on the other Hand, it is that golden Bridle in the 
Mouth of Vice, which preſerves Peace and Order in 
Society, and co-operates with the Laws of the Land, 
to defend us from the evil Doers which I have above 
mention'd. And what now, muſt he be who, promp- 
ted by a vain Oſtentation to ſhew his Learning, would 
rob every Man in particular, and Society in general, 
of ſuch a Treaſure? 8 5 

I have hitherto talked in their own Stile, as a Man 


of Reaſon and an Unbeliever. 


I do not pretend to reaſon from the Scriptures, 
thoſe are Books which have fallen into great Diſcredit 
of Jate Years, and to bring Authorities from them in 
theſe our latter Times, would be doing nothing ; what 
I propoſe, is to follow Reaſon wherever it leads me, 
and to leave the Divines, whoſe Profeſſion it is, to 
bring in their Authorities from thence to ſupport what 
they find worthy of their Notice. If I err, I ſhall 
err on the Side of Reaſon, and I ſhall not hold my- 
ſelt Guilty; neither do 1 believe the Author of my 
Frame, will hold me Guilty for erring on that Side, 


lince it is all the Light he has given me, and all that 


is now left me, if the Authority of the Revelations 
recorded in thoſe Books is taken away,—lI ſhall not 


however reſtrain myſelf from making Mention of 


thoſe exploded Books, nor from drawing thence ſuch 
Matters as coinſide with Reaſon, and ſerve to fortify 
its Solutions, in the ſubject Matter of this Eſſay. 
| Fe From 
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From what I have ſaid it is manifeſt, that Religion 
is a great Comfort to the Good, and a great Cheque 
to the evil Doer, and ſhould not therefore be entirely 

aboliſhed. I ſhall now proceed to ſhew, 


That there is a God, and that he is a good God: 

That from his Nature, compared with ours, there 
muſt have been a Revelation of his Will to Man: 
And, that | 

That Revelation was lately made in the Perſon of 
Jeſus, the ſecond Perſon of the ſacred Trinity, in 
whom that God has manifeſted himſelf to us in our 
own Natures. 


That there is a God, all Nature ſpeaks aloud, — 
There is ſo much Wiſdom, Scheme, and Deſign in 
the Formation of the Whole, and of all even down 
to the minuteſt Particle of Matter, that it is impoſſ- 
ble to doubt but that the Whole, and all its n 
were the Work of an intelligent Being. | 

But Wiſdom, Deſign; Intelligence, and Conne 
are no Qualities. or Properties of Matter. Therefore 
Matter having none of theſe Properties, had no Power 
im it, to diſpoſe itſelf in the Whole, or in Part, into the 
beautiful Order and Contrivance in which we find it, — 
And that Being which ſo diſpoſed it, whatever we 
may call it, whether Nature or wraw, is what I un- 
derftand by the Word God, the firſt and the laſt, one 
undivided, ſelf. exiſting and independent, and to 
whoſe Being there can therefore be no End, 

That this God muſt be a good Being appears from 
hence, that exiſting before "all Worlds, before all 
Matter, and alone, he muſt have had all Power. 
That having all Power, he was not only infinite in 
his Exiſtence, but infinite in his Power; and that there- 
| fore whatever he be, whether a good or a bad Be- 
1 well or ill diſpoſed, he muſt de nine; ſo. 5 

| But 
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But we find, in the Whole, much Order and Be- 
nevolence; and every Man in particular, however 
miſerable he may be, finds many Comforts, many 
Conveniencies in his Station. The Earth produces 
to the induſtrious a Plenty of all the Neceſſaries of 
Life. The Water, the Air, and the Fire are com- 
mon to all.— The Winter” Cold is alleviated by Fire- 
ing and Coverings, of which all Countries are furniſh- 
ed with a reaſonable Plenty. From the ſcorching 
Heat of the Summer, there are Shades to retire to, 
and Houſes to cover us withal ; even the Diſtrefſed 
and Oppreſſed have the pleaſing Proſpect of (if no 
better) eternal Reſt from Labour and Pain. —Let e- 
very Man reflect more particularly, and examine in his 
own Mind, and he will find, however ſevere his 
Lot of EN that there are Rill ſome Comforts left 
him, and that the Author of the Whole 15 therefore 
good. 

For in this Account it muſt be conſidered, whe- 
ther the Evils we ſuffer, are immediately inflicted 
on us by the Author of our Being, or whether they 
are not rather brought upon us, by our own Miſtakes, 
our Follies, or our - Vices. —T[f ſo, we ourſelves, not 
the Author of our Beings, are chargeable and it 
would be Injuſtice in us, to lay them to his Account. 

But if God had fuch Benevolence to his Creatures 
as to afford them Comforts in this their preſent Ex- 
iſtence, he muſt in ſo much be good to his Creatures 
and if good in any Degree, he muſt be infinitely lo, 
becauſe he is himſelf infinite. 

If therefore we ſuffer here, if he, the Great and the 
Good ordains us to ſuffer in this World, and to carry 
a Burden, which is uneaſy to our Shoulders, we mult 
not think this ariſes from a Malignity in his Nature, 

but, from a fatherly Tenderneſs and Correction, to 
humble us to our Duty, and to make us look into 
ourſelves, that we may t turn to him and do his Will, 

which 


Tp 

Which alone can bring us back to thoſe Seats of Hliſs 
and Happineſs which we have forfeited by our Diſo- 
bedience and contracted Malignity in another State. — 
And that this mult be ſo is as demonſtrable as any 
. Propoſition in Euclid. = 

For if God was of a malignant Nature, he would 
be infinitely ſo, from the Nature of his Exiſtence 
and, as I have already ſhewn, that he is good to his 
Creatures: and that from the ſame Reaſbn he muſt be 
infinitely Good, it would be a Contradiction that he 
ſhould be infinitely Good and infinitely Evil, or, in- 
deed, Evil in any Degree. Therefore whatever Evils 
we meet with in Life, whatever Wants and Necefli- 
ties, whatever Troubles and Adverfities, muſt all 
proceed from his Goodneſs to us, his Charity, Com- 
paſſion and Benevolence, and can have no other Mo- 
tive but our Good, to reform and make us better, and 
to diſpoſe us more to do his Will, that thereby we 
ſhould be reſtored to a Fitneſs for that State of Hap- 
pineſs from which we have unfortunately, and by our 
own contracted Malignity, fallen, 

But if this be the Caſe, if all that we ſuffer here is 
to diſpoſe us the more to do his Will, he would in- 
_ deed be a hard and ſevere Taſk-maſter, to puniſh and 
afflict us for not doing his Will, when he had placed 
in our Natures, no Faculties to penetrate into the 
Depths of his divine Will; and when he had given 
us no Notice, nor Revelation thereof. | 

It therefore neceſſarily follows, from the Goodneſs 
of God, that he could not leave us long in ſuch an 
Ignorance for it was not fit that he ſhould. And 
as God is infinite Fitneſs, it is reaſonable to believe 
that he has left nothing unknown to Man which was 
fit for him to know, in the proper Time; and we may 
therefore ſet it down as an infallible Truth, that the 
great and the good God, has made known to Man his 


Will. | Ry | 
G 8 When 
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When I have looked through theſe material Worlds, 
wherein I can ſee nothing intuitively but with the 
Organs of our material Frame, I can diſcern nothing 
in it but Matter. 

But I find this Matter out into two diffe- 
rent Claſſes; that is to lay, animated and inanimated 
Matter. 

We are all acquainted with the Laws and Proper- 
ties of inanimate Matter, they are ſtated and fixed un- 
der Laws from which they have not in themſelves any 
Power to depart.—A Body, at reſt muſt for ever re- 
main ſo, unleſs put in Motion by another Body, and 
ſo on till we come to a firſt Mover, who had Power 
and Will to put it into Motion; but if you ſay that 
was Matter too, and from tee conclude that Mat- 
ter is infinite as well in Extenſion as Duration, there 
could then be no Room for the firſt Motion, nor for 
the firſt Mover, and all would for ever remain at 
Reſt. 


But ſuppoſe there were, as there is no Power in 


Matter to put itſelf in Motion; go back as far as you 


pleaſe into Infinity, and tell me what Power it was 
that gave Motion originally to Matter, or you do 
Nothing; for ſtill the Power of moving itſelf, not 
being in Matter, muſt be in ſome Being that had 
Power over Matter, and gave it that Motion ; and 
that muſt at laſt bring you to the Author of all, who 
cannor therefore be Matter. 

I have ſpoken now of inanimate Matter : Let us, 
in the next Place, talk of animated Matter,—I muſt 
beg Pardon for the Uſe of this Word. But for fear 


of a Cavil, I ſhall explain myſelf, and ſay, organized 


Matter, which has in Self a Vellition to determine it- 
ſelf indifferently to Motion or Reſt. 


Let us then ſuppoſe that an ingenious Artiſt ood 
have formed a Machine of ſuch exquiſite Stucture as, 


in all Reſpects, to _ the human Frame in all its 
Veins, 
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Veins, Arteries, Organs, Brain, Heart, and all other 
Reſpects; that by throwing proper Nouriſhment into 
it, with Juices fit to ferment i it, the Stomach ſhould 
Digeſt, the Secretary-Veſſels perform their Functi- 
ons, the Veins receive the Blood and convey it to 
the Heart, the Heart oppreſſed by its Burden on the 
mere Principles of Elaſticity ſuddenly contract itſelf 
and force it out into the Arteries, ſo that the whole 
Circulation and all the animal Functions ſnould be 
performed in it as in a Man. 

Let us ſuppoſe farther, that upon a ſudden Concuſ- 
ſion of the Air upon the Drum of the auditory Or- 
gan, it ſhould ſtart, or run, or turn about, juſt as it 
was formed and contrived to do; nay, that upon 
calling it by a certain Name or Sound it ſhould be of 
ſfuch delicate Structure that it ſhould riſe up off a 

Chair and walk up to you, and take you by the Hand, 
and aſk you what would you have, Sir 2—Still this 
would be but a mere Machine, and could do nothing 
but what it was formed to do: It could have no 
Conſciouſneſs, no Pleaſure, no Pain, no Vellition : 
It would for ever be but a finer Piece of Clock-work, 
and could neither think, nor will or determine its own 
Motion; for we are to conſider, that this Machine, 
however exquiſitly formed, is ſtill Matter, of which 
no Particle 1s indued with Senſation, Conſciouſneſs, 
or Veliition, and which could not therefore by any 
Mechaniſm, or by any Combination of Fare inani- 
mate, acquire them. 

That the Body of Man is ſuch a Machine is Evi- 
dent, for all the animal Functions are performed with- 
out any Aſſiſtance from our Will; the Stomach di- 
geſts, the Heart beats, the Langs reſpire, without 
our Concurrence or Deſign: So that we know not 
how it is done, and are ſcarce ſenſible of the Functions 
of either, unleſs we fix our Attention and watch, to 
be convinced they do. 

8 3 
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J can conceive ls that ſuch a Machine might be 
formed by the Ingenuity of Man ; but cannot con- 
ceive that a Machine ſo formed by Man could, from 
its Ingenuity, form ſuch another Machine; for ſtill it 
would be but inanimate Matter, and could never be 
capable of ſcheming or deſigning any Thing, be- 
cauſe Scheme and Deſign are not of the Properties 
of Matter, either in the "W hole or in the Part; and 
therefore no Modification of Matter, however curious 
and exquiſite, could give to the fiviſhed Machine 
what it had not in the Whole, or in the Part, be 
fore. 

But when J find a Machine thus 4 ſenfible 
of Pleaſure and Pain, conſcious, and veſted with a 
Will by a Power within itſelf to determine its own 
Actions freely, and without any Neceſſity from with- 
out, contrary to the known Laws and Properties of 
Matter, I muſt conclude that ſomething is ſuper-ad- 
ded to this material Machine, diſtinct and of another 
Nature, which is intimately connected to it, and has 
Power given to it over this Machine in which it re- 
ſides; and this I call a Spirit, an Intelligence, or a 
Soul. And this Combination of Matter and Spirit is 
what I call animated Matter, not wiſhing to be un- 
derftood to reſtrain myſelf to Man alone, but to ex+ 
tend the Meaning to all the animal World ; for the 
| fame Reaſon goes to all. 

Now that in this Inſtance, the Subſtance ſuper-ad- 
ded, the Spirit or Intelligence, the Soul as 1t 1s com- 
monly called, has Power over this Machine which is 
all Mattcr, and remains in its own Nature under the 
known Laws of Matter, is manifeſt, and obvious to 
the meaneft Capacity; and if this be ſo known a 
Thing and a Truth without Contradiction, what Room 
is left us to doubt that the divine Mind has Power 
over Matter, and has 1 it into the Beauty and 

Order 


tak 
Order in which we ſee it quite through the Uni: 
verſe. | 

Tf then the Suing Mind, or Spirit, can be allowed 
this Power over Matter, may we not ſtill climb one 
Step higher and ſay, that Matter has no Exiſtence of 
itſelf independent of the divine Mind, that it was 
the Good, the Infinite, the All- powerful, and the 
All- wiſe which gave it the Exiſtence it has, and will- 
ed it into the beautiful Order and Regularity in which 
we behold it; and that the Whole is but the Idea of 
that eternal and infinite Mind for med and diſpoſed 
of its own Bounty and Benevolence for Purpoſes not 
yet to us clearly known : And that it ſhall endure and 
continue until, thoſe divine Purpoſes anſwered, the 
Whole ſhall at laſt be diſmiſſed and diſcharged. 1 
That this is really the Caſe think moſt clearly fol- 

lows from the Reaſonings which precede ; for if Mat- 
ter has not in its Whole, or in its Parts, any willing 
or forming Power either to give itſelf Motion, or ta 
diſpoſe itſelf into the beautiful Order in which it is, 
or to contrive the Means of Succeſſion or Propagati- 
on, or Continuance of the ſeveral Species in the ſame 
beautiful Order and Succeſſion for a Number of Ge- 
nerations, that Power muſt be in ſome other Being, 
which is diſtin&t from Matter, and not only inde- 
pendent of Matter but powerful over it, All- wiſe and 
All- good. 

But a being All- wiſe, Alb powerful and All- good, | 
could not undertake or will a Creation of the Magni- 
ficence, Beauty, Order, and Importance of this Uni- 
verſe meerly to amuſe himſelf, and, as a Child forms 
a Bubble, for Paſtime ; for that would be a ridiculous 
Undertaking and unbecoming of his divine Nature. 

To ſee Mankind riſe from mean, and unſeemly 
Principles, formed and increaſed in the Obſcurity of 
the Womb, brought forth with Pain, came into the 
World ſuffering, "nurſed with Care, bred, cc 

an 
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and Bited by Inſtruction, for the Labours and Cares 
of Life, and arrived at the State of Manhood to have 
nothing to do, but to beget others like himſelf, and, 
as ſoon as he has diſcharged the ſame Offices of Care 
and Inſtruction to his Progeny, to ſee him wear out, 
dwindle and decay, and at laſt ſink into the common 
Maſs of Matter from which he was raiſed, without 
Conſequence, and to no other Purpoſe, but to leave 
others as weak, as miſerable, and of as little Conſe- 
quence as himſelf, behind him, would, in the Opini- 
on of a Man of Senſe, be a Work highly unbecoming 
of the Wiſe, and the good Being of which we have | 
bcen talking. 

It the whole Scheme of ſuch Beings could be con- 
tracted and raiſed out of a Bowl of Sand for the A- 
muſement of Children, if the Child ſhould riſe up, 
be nurſed, whiped, educated, and fitted for the Pur- 
poſes of Life, beget his. like, dwindle and decay, 
and fink into the common Heap again in the Com- 
paſs of a Minute; if an Hundred could do the ſame 
Thing together, and play the Folly of Life before 
them; it might amuſe them for an Hour: But in the 
Tranſactions of Life there is ſuch a Samenefs, thoſe 
of one Generation would be ſo like thoſe of ano- 
ther, that even the Spectators, the very Children for 
whoſe Sport all this was done, would in a ſhort Time 
grow weary of the Amuſcment and run from it to 
the Whiſtle or the Top! How then can we ſuppoſe 
that the All-wife, the All-powerful, and the Good, 
could entertain the Faculties of his divine Mind for 
Ages with what is ſo ridiculous in its own Nature, 
that even Children would tire and grow weary of it 
in fo ſhort a Time. 

But there is a ſironger Argument than all thoſe a- 
gainſt the Poſſibility of ſuch a vain Conceipt, and 


that ariſes from a Conſideration of the Attributes of 
the divine Eſſence. 


God 
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God is infinite Goodneſs, and infinite Juſtice; 

Juſtice conſiſts not ſo much in the adequate Re- 
wards of good Actions as in not exceeding the juſt 
Meaſure of the Pains inflicted on Delinquents ; the di- 
vine Author of the Whole may be as bountiful as to 
him ſeems meet to any of his Creatures, his Treaſures 
are inexhauſtible and his Will is free ; and the Eye of 
Man muſt not be Evil becauſe be is Goed ; for he there- 
in does no Wrong to any others, giving to every one 
his juſt Wages, and detaining from no one his Hire 
to make 1t out. 

But to puniſh beyond the Meaſure of che Iniquity, 
or to puniſh without a Cauſe, is Injuſtice in the high- 
eſt Senſe of the Word, and cannot be the Act of a 

good and a jult Being. 

But Man is born Suffering, the very Po of Life 
which he firſt reſpires in his Entrance into the World is 
painful to him, the whole Proceſs of his being waſhed 
and clad and ſwaddled in the Midwife's Hands is 
painful to him, and many Times a Pin is ſtuck by 
the haſty Midwife, or Nurfe, in his Fleſh, and makes 
him waile and lament his Departure from the quiet 
Nidus in which he was formed; in ſhort, his very 
Paſſage into the World is painful to him; yet he, 
this new-born Infant, without yet a Name to call him 
by, has never offended, nay is incapable for a long 
Time after to receive any Law, any Precept, with- 
out the Promulgation of which, according to the 
great Apoltle St. Paul, there can be no Sin; how 
then became he liable to Puniſhment and to Pain 2 
How 1s it conſiſtent with ſtrict Juſtice, and with the 
Nature of the All-good and infinitely Juſt, that this 
yet impeccable Being ſhould be condemned to ſuffer- 
ing and to pain ? 

The Cauſe, by Divines aſſigned, is the Sin of our 
firſt Parents, expreſſed in the Allegory of the for- 
bidden Fruit; * when : conſider that though there 


be 
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be a 10 din of the Matter of Adam and Eve's 
Bodies, there can be none of the Souls, which is not 


Matter, but ſomething ſuper- added by the divine 
Will to the Body traducted from our firſt Parents, 


and that there can therefore be no Affinity or Relati- 


on between their Spirits and thoſe of Adam and of Eve. 


I é cannot ſuppoſe that the infinite Goodneſs could 


think it fit, right, or juſt, that the Spirit of a Perſon 
no- ways deſcended or traducted from the Spirit of 
the firſt Parents ſhould ſo contaminate it as to make 
it liable to Pain and Suffering, for the Offence of the 
Spirits which annimated the firſt Parents, Adam and 
Eve. | 
That the Bodies of all the Sons and Deſcendants 

of Adam were made liable to Decay, Infirmity, and 


Death, for the Offence of Adam, I no ways doubt ; 
becauſe the Bodies of Mankind have been all traduct- 


ed from his Body : But that the Spirits which animate 
thoſe Bodies ſhould be deſtined to a Being in Suffer- 
ing and Pain, which have not been traducted from 
thoſe of our common Anceſtors, is, to me, quite in- 
conſiſtent with divine Juſtice and Equity. 

For it 1s a Principle univerſally this Day allow'd, 
that all Senſation is in the Mind; the Body, or, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, the Matter which forms it, is in its 
own Nature incapable of Senſation, and the Members 
and Parts of the Body are only ſo many Organs which 
convey Inteiligence to the reſiding Mind; ſo that 
the Pain of this new-born Infant is not in the Parts 
traducted, but in the Mind, which is by the Good- 


neſs of God placed and poſted, or ſtation'd in it: 
3 And as in this Being, that Spirit has not yet been ca- 


able of receiving any Law, and conſequently not ca- 


pable of offending againſt any Law, it would be an 


Injuſtice ro puniſh it, an Injuſtice which the divine 
Effence is not capable of, unleſs that Spirit had in 


ſome way, in ſome time before its Introduction into 


that 


„„ 

that Being, deſerved it. And this leads me up to 
take the Matter higher, and to conclude, that this 
Spirit exiſted in ſome former State, in which it made 
itſelf liable to ſuffer and to feel Pain. 

Reaſon, and Contemplation of the Things viſible 
to us, and of the Attributes of the Author of all, 
leads us thus far with a Demonſtration, in my Opi- 
nion, equal to any that can be given by the Mathe- 
maticks. 

That, Matter is fluggiſh and i inert, that it has not; 
and never had in it any Power to form itſelf into the 
beautiful Diſpoſition of the Univerſe, or to contrive 
or ſcheme out a Machine, is beyond Doubt; that 
this Order and Contrivance which we ſee, not rome in 
the Univerſe, taken in the whole, but in the Con- 
ſtruction of its minuteſt Parts, ſuch as Mines and Mi- 
nerals, Vegetables and Plants, Animals and Man, are 
the Work of an intelligent, all-wiſe, all-powerful, 
and good Being; who 1s "the Author of Matter, and 
the Diſpoſer of it in all its Parts, as well as in the 
Whole, is equally true and irrefragable; that this 
Author of all, is good, has Power over Matter, and 
is juſt, is equally demonſtrable; and that in Conſe- 
quence thereof he cannot puniſh without a Cauſe, nor 
puniſh beyond the exact Meaſure of the Offence, 
mult therefore be true. | 

It is equally true, that Man, and indeed all the ani- 
mal World, came into it, ſuffering and miſerable ; 
that this can't be derived down to them from the Of- 
fence of their firſt Parents 1s demonſtrable, and that 
by an Argument from the Juſtice and Goodneſs of. 
God, and that this Miſery of the new-born mult be 
for Offences in ſome prior State to this in which they 
ſuffer, I think I have fully demonſtrared, and ſo far 
have I proceeded upon the meer Light of Reaſon; 
which leads me to conſider, what that State muſt be 


in which theſe Delinquents have offended: But be- 
* fore 
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618 
fore we proceed to this, it may not be improper to 
obſerve upon ſome Objections made againſt the Ac- 
counts given us by Maſes of this important Event, the 
firſt Formation of Man; for if he has deceived us in 
this, and that there were other Men before Adam, 
whom the Criticks upon this Hiſtorian call Pre-ada- 
mites, we are reaſoning upon falſe Principles, and can 
never come at the Truth. 

One of the Principal of theſe Objections is, that 
when Cain murdered Abel, he was baniſhed into the 
Land of Nod, where he became a King of a migiur 
People. 

Now, ſays the Cavite, there are no Sona of Adam 
recorded but three, Cain, Abel, and Seth; Cain mur- 
dered Abel and was baniſhed to the Land of Ned, 
where he became a Prince of a great People ; From 
whom deſcended this mighty People? ſay they; not 
from Adam; for there are recorded of his Sons but 
three; one was murdered, the other fled : This Peo- 
ple muſt therefore have ſome other Original, and 
they muſt be Pre adamites. 

We muſt conſider, that Adam was produced into 
Being in full Maturity, and in a Condition to propa- 
gate his Species; to him was given Eve, how, it mat- 
ters not; and one of the Commands given them was, 
to increaſe and multiply, and to repleniſh the Earth. 
Adam lived to the Age of 930 Years, in which 

Time, tho' Eve ſhould never have produced more 
than two at a time, whoever has doubled the Nails 
of an Horſe-thoe (a common Amuſement with Be- 
Sinners in Arithmetick) which are only 8 in Num- 
ber, and conſiders the Product, may believe that in 
that Number of Years Adam and Eve and their De- 
ſcendants mult have produced a prodigious Number, 
who living intirely not upon Labour, but on the 
ſpontaneous Produce of the Earth, muſt in a Centu- 
ry or two become a great Burthen upon the Precincts 


of 


L197. 
of Adam's Abode, and required them to ſwarm for 
new Habitations and for a Plenty whereon to ſubſiſt ; 


but when we conſider that in all Probability, it being 
the Command to this new created Pair to repleniſh 


the Earth, Eve might have produced Six or Eight 
at a Birth, for even now it ſometimes happens, that 


a Woman carries at one Time four, and often three, 


and two, and I have known a Lady who in eleven 


Months brought forth Seven, which makes it more 
probable, that Eve the Mother of all, the Intenſion 
of whoſe Being was to multiply and repleniſh the 
Earth, was more fertile than any of her remote De- 
ſcendants; and if we can believe that her Daughters 


and Grand- daughters were for that thouſand Years as 


Prolific as their Mother or Anceſtor, we muſt be con- 
vinced, that in ſuch a Tract of Time when Men lived 
on the ſpontaneous Product of the Earth, the Seed of 
Adam muſt have overſpread a great Part of this ter- 


reſtial Globe; and if that is granted, what ſhall hin- 


der us to believe that in the Land of Nod, a Land 
peopled by the firſt Deſcendants of Adam, Cain one 
of the Sons of Adam, and one lately come from his 
Preſence, ſhould for that very Reaſon be made a King 


and a Prince of a mighty People, all of the Loins of 


Adam, and the Deſcendants of the fame common An- 
ceſtors ? | 5 | 

But, ſay they, if Adam had any more Sons than 
Cain, Abel, and Seth, how came 1t that this venerable 
_ Hiſtorian mentions but them only? 

Moſes, intending to give the Geneology of the 
Jewiſh Nation, had no Buſineſs to enter deeper into 
the Hiſtory of Mankind than was neceſſary for his 
Purpoſe; Seth was that Son of Adam from which A. 
braham deſcended, from whom came J/aac, and ſo 
down he traces the Deſcent to Foſeph and his Brethren, 


who multiplied ſo exceedingly in Egypt, in the Space 
8 „ 0 


(20) 
of 400 Years, that they became formidable to the 
Prince of that Country, and were by him forced to 
make their Exit out of his Dominions. , 
The Reaſon why he mentioned the three Brethren | 
(for in Truth he had no Bufineſs to go farther. than 
Sth) might be the extraordinary Event which hap- 
encd in that Family at a Time when no more of A. 
dam's Children remained, as Inmates in his Dwelling, 
but the three, that is to ſay, Cain, Abel, and Seth, 
for was it not indeed a very extraordinary Event, 
that one of theſe three ſhould murder the other, and 
being aſhamed to ſee the Face of thoſe of his Brethren 
who knew him, that he ſhould retire to a far diſtant 
Country where he might have imagined the Story of 
his Iniquity was not yet heard, where his Perſon was 
not yet known, and leave Seth only with the Father 
of Mankind to tend him in his old Age? | 
Another Cavil againſt this venerable Hiſtorian is, 
the Improbability of the Deluge; for ſince Mankind 
have ſo deeply ſearched into Nature, and found that 
the whole Atmoſphere, condenſed into Water, could 
not have raiſed a Flood of above three and thirty Foot 
perpendicular upon the Face of this Globe which we 
inhabit, they cannot believe that the Inhabitants of 
the Mountains, or high Countries, could be waſhed 
away with the Watcr of the Deluge ; or that no more 
of the Race of Man eſcaped that Inundation than the 
Family of Noah, who embarked with him in the Ark: 
But whoever reads Doctor Burnett's Theory of the 
Earth, and looks on the preſent Face of this Globe, 
will find ſtrong Realons to believe, that the once 
_ beautiful and ſperical Surface of the Earth, under- 
mined by the Waters which it contained, fell into 
the great Abyſs, and drove out the Waters with ſuch 
Impetuoſity as to waſh even the higheſt Tops of the 
Ruin it left behind; which at once accounts, not 
2nly for the Univerſ. ity of the Deluge, but for the 
| | In- 


(21) 
| Inequalities or Mountains alſo which ſtill remain, and 
gives an Air of great Probability to the Truth hand- 
ed down to us by Moſes. : 
But there is ſtill a Reaſon, much gin to be- 
 Heve that no more of the Race of Adam eſcaped that 
Deluge than the Family of Noah, recorded in Moſes's 8 
Account; for the forty Days Rain (we muſt conſider) | 
had ſo obſcured the Heavens by the Denſity of tage 
Cloud which ſupply'd it, that the Days and the 
Nights were equally dark: The Family of Noah, co- 
vered with this perpetual and thick Darkneſs, could 
no longer count the Days or the Nights of its Con- 
tinuance ; and having no Meaſure of Time, were 
put quite out of their Reckoning; ſo that when the 
Sky clear'd up, and the Sun came viſible, they knew 
not at what time of the Moon's Age they were, and 
might probably have ſuppoſed this Return of Light 
to have happened at the Full, or at the Quarters, of 
the Moon : But on the Setting of the Sun, finding no 
Moon in the wide Expanſe "of Heaven at a Time 
when by their Account they expected it to be in the 
Full, or in the Quarter, they might well ſuppoſe, in the 
wild Affright which they were put into at the Terrors 
of God's Wrath, and at the horrid Craſh of a World 
falling about their Ears, that it had not only deſtroy- 
ed the Earth but deprived them of the Moon allo ; 
which (relying on the great Credit of our - Hiſtorian) 
we mult believe to be the Caſe : For why elſe that a 
great Joy, which they made on its Re- appearance in 1 
the Heavens, and their inſtituting thoſe Feaſts of the | 
Neomeniæ, or new Moons, to be as a perpetual Me- 
mory of their Gratitude, in this Wreck of Nature, for 
the Preſervation of that important Luminary, which 
was not only their Light in the Night, but their uni- 
verſal Meaſure of Times and Seaſons to that great and 
| remarkable . 
Now 


1 

Now theſe Feſtivals were not peculiar to any Na- 
tion or Country; they were univerſally kept by all 
Countries: And even in our modern Diſcoveries of 
Countries, for Ages unknown to the reſt of the 
World, we have found ſtill Traces of them, ſufficient 
to convince us, that the preſent Race of Man. muſt 
have proceeded, and proceeded only from the Family 
of Noah, who inſtituted them on that particular Oc- 
caſion; and this muſt give a Sanction to the Hiſtory 
handed down to us from that great Man, who fixes 
the Creation to a certain Time. 

Sir J/aac Newton, in his Chronology, endeavours 
to ſupport him in this Particular; and by a Force of 
Reaſon peculiar to himſelf, tracing Mankind back to 
its great Original, almoſt demonſtrates that the i im- 
portant Act of the Creation muſt be fixed to, or very 
near, that Era. i | 

But it is time to return: Man therefore, ever ſince 
the Formation of Adam, being born Suffering, muſt 
have offended in another State; M and muſt be of an 
earlier Date as to his Mind, or Spirit, than that of 
the Creation of theſe eil Worlds; for he could 
never have been Delinquent before he exiſted: But 
Delinquent he muſt have been before his Exiſtence in 
the human Form, or he would not come into it Suffer- 
ing: And he therefore exiſted in ſome other Form, 
in which he committed the Offence for which he ſut- 
fers here. And this leads me to the firſt Creation, 
the moſt perfect Work of the divine Mind, the Cre- 
ation of the World of Spirits, or of pure and imma- 
terial Subſtances. 5 
And now let us lift up our Minds to the Contem- 
plation of that infinite and eternal Goodnels in the 
Fullneſs of himſelf, before all Worlds, *ere any firſt 
or lait had marked out Time, or made Diſtinction 
be; in his adorable Solitude from his unbounded Be- 
nevolence willing and deſigning to communicate his 


Hap- 


( 


Happineſs, and forming the important Scheme of 
Creation to give Beings to a mighty Number of Crea- 
tures, ſuſceptible of Joy and . unutterable in 
his Preſence. 

In this State he could be under no Neceſſity, he 
could be actuated by no Reſentment, nor N by 

any Principle but Love. 

He could not be blind to F uturity, nor ignorant 
that of the Myriads to whom he had it in e 
plation to give Being, many, from the Freedom of 
Will with which to make them capable of Happineſs 
it was fit to endow them, would fall from the Purity 
in which he ſhould create them. 

Why then (ſome one may aſk) if he foreſaw their 
Fall, why did not this good Being, this great and 

5 m Creator, leave thoſe miſerable Wretches out 
of his Scheme intirely, and let them remain in their 
original aon Entity, and not call them into a tranſitory 
Heaven which they were ſoon to forfeit, and to be 
caſt thence into eternal and infinite never ending Mi- 
ſery? 

Tiis certain that God muſt have forefinm their Fall; 
but they had never offended him, and he would not 
therefore do them the Diſkindneſs to leave them out 
of his Scheme on that Account: And he gave them 
Being, *tis true; but he could never have given them 
Being had he foreſeen their eternal Miſery, or de- 
figned or intended, that to be their unhappy Lot; 
his Principle was Love and Benevolence, not Malice 
or IIl- will; and he weighed it in the infinite Wiſdom 
of his own Mind, and concluded it to be better for 
them, that he ſhould give them Exiſtence than leave 
them out of his wonderfully benevolent Syſtem ; for 
in the Treaſury of his own Wiſdom and Grace, he 
found a Means, to reform and amend them when 
fallen, and to bring them back again to that eternal 


and 
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and endleſs Bliſs to which he originally created chem, 
and therefore he reſolved to create them. 
Had the Conſequence of the Creation appeared to 
him to be fo fatal to any of the Creatures which he 
had in Contemplation, he could not from the eee 


neſs of his Nature create them; for as there is no 
Proportion between numberleſs Ages of Bliſs when 
compared to an Eternity of Miſery, it would not be 
Juſt or equitable to give them a Being, however 
happy for a Time, which at any Period of that Time, 
however Diſtant, was to make them miſerable 1 in e- 
ternal Torments. 

This, or ſomething infinitely more Ws volent; 
muſt have paſſed in the divine Mind, before the firſt 
Creation of Spirits; and reaſoning ſtill from the 
Goodneſs of that Mind, we muſt conclude, that be- 
fore all Creation he had formed the God become 
Scheme of material Worlds, in which to receive the 
miſerable Delinquents whenever they ſhould fall from 
that Purity, in which he was to create them, and be- 
come unfit for heavenly Society. | 

And here in this important Meditation the divine 
and infinite Goodneſs, tree to do or not to do, deter- 
mined 1n favour of Mercy, and planed out the Crea- 
tion of Spirits, the material Worlds to the Purpoſes 
aforeſaid, the State of Probation in which we ſtand, 
a Promulgation of the Terms to Man on which he 
was to return, a Redemption by Jefus, a Reſurrec- 
tion, an Hell for the farther Reformation of the more 
obſtinate Spirits, a Reſurrection from the Dead, a 
Pay of Judgment, and an Eternity of Happineſs e- 
ven to the Miſerable and the Fallen. 

All this ſeems to me reaſonable; for as God is in- 
finite Goodneſs, the whole Scheme of his Providence 
muſt be good alſo, benign and benevolent, and it is 


amazing to me e how his Creatures can ſo miſtake the 
bout 


(25) 

bountiful Author of their Being as they have done; 
Mercy, Juſtice, Wiſdom, Power, Fore-fight, Good- 
_ nels, Fitneſs, are his in an infinite Degree; bur there can 
be no Contrariety in the divine Effence, no Contra- 
diction in him : Therefore he cannot be cruel, unjuſt, 
Iraſcible, unforgiving, puniſhing without Mercy 
and without End ; theſe are the Contraries, the direct 
Oppolits of his Attributes, and he cannot there- 
fore be juſtly charged with all or any of theſe evil 
Diſpoſitions. 

But for the divine A of all, free and under no 
Neceſſity, to call into Being an innumerable Hoſt of 
Beings, fore ſeeing that their Eternity ſhould be miſe- 
rable, and ſtill free to take them into his Scheme or 
to leave them out: Under ſuch Conviction to give 
them thoſe Beings, would be an Act not only of In- 
juſtice but of the greateſt Cruelty and Wrong; and 
would be an Act rather becoming an evil than a good 
Spirit. | 

Tis Wonder and Amazement to me to reflect up- 
on the unſeemly Calumnies which ſome eminent Di- 
vines have loaded him with, in Support of that fa- 
vourite Syſtem of theirs, an Eternity of Puniſh- 
ments. 

In the firſt Place they inſiſt, that from the Inſtant 
of the Fall of thoſe unhappy Spirits, the Power of 
Repentance was abſolutely taken away ; and this they 
do, becauſe they were at a Loſs how otherways to 
with-hold the Mercy of God from their Relief,! in caſe 
of a thorough Repentance. 
In the next Place, to reconcile the divine Juſtice ro 
this Inequality of Puniſhment; God, ſay they, who 
is the Being offended, is infinite; ; therefore the Of- 
tence againſt him, though of a Creature however in- 
conſiderable in itſelf, muſt be infinite too with Re- 
ſpect to the Perſon offended; but this is meer Sophi- 
ſtry ; the Offence is by the Creature who in his bo 
2 a- 
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Nature as a Creature cannot be perfect; for chere is 
none perfect but one; and that perfect one is good 
and merciful, and muſt rather pity the Offender be- 
cauſe of his Infirmity, than take ſuch an unworthy 
Occaſion, or rather Pretence, to puniſh the Wretches 


of his own Hands eternally. 


There are many of thoſe terrible Diſpoſitions a- 
ſcribed to the divine Effence, to terrify Sinners ; but 
it ſhould ſeem to me that, in ſuch Ways of endea- 
vouring to reſtrain Sinners, they themſelves who 
preach them, fin much more; and it were to be wiſh- 
ed that our Divines would reflect a little on this Con- 
duct, and conſider what an Affront, in the firſt Place, 
they put upon infinite Goodneſs, and, in the ſecond, 
how much room they give to the Free-thinkers to run 
down the whole Syſtem, on Account of the Tenets 
of Particulars. | 

The Egyptians were highly condemned for ing 
the Jews to make Bricks without Straw ; but theſe 
Gentlemen, damn to Eternity the fallen Angels, for 
not repenting at a Time, when they teach us, that the 
Taſk-maſter has taken from them abſolutely the Pow- 
er of Repentance, What an Idea of the divine Eſ- 
ſence muſt this give a Free-thinker 2 What muſt a a 
Man of a cool Underſtanding think of the all-glorious 
Author of all, who believes this Doctrine? Or what 


can they think of God, who, having formed Crea- 


tures without any Application of their own, could 
upon ſuch a Piece of Sophiſtry damn to Eternity the 
Beings of his Will for their firſt Offence, and, with 
an Implacability rather becoming a Dæmon than a 
God, caſt them off unrelenting into eternal Mi- 


"fy. 


Who can honeſtly and from his Heart ſay, that he 
can love ſuch a cruel capricious Being, as our good 
and benevolent God is baſely repreſented whe? 

Now 


ap} 


Now let us conſider him, what he is, and what of 
Neceſſity he muſt be : Good and gracious for ever : 
Of his infinite Benevolence giving us to exiſt originally 
in the higheſt Perfection which Creatures are capable 
of, and though not perfect (for there can be but one 
perfect; and he cannot form another perfect, for that 
would be to form another God) yet as near Perfection 
as his Power could make them ; let us conſider him, 
on the Delinquency of theſe the Creatures of his Love, 
not capricioully abandoning them to utter Miſery, 
nor, angrily, to eternal Damnation; ; but with fatherly 
Affection, though compelled by his Juſtice to remove 
them: To ſeparate them from the meek and good Spi- 
rits that ſtood firm, in order to preſerve the Peace of 
Heaven, yet careful to prepare a Repoſitory for them 
in Worlds purpoſely formed for their Reception, and 
there watching over them with his Providence, and 
endeavouring to bring them back penitent and re- 
formed, and gathering them together, as an Hen 
doth her Chickens, in under the Wings of his Mercy 
and his Love: Let us behold him in the Formation 
of Man, raiſing them up into a State of Probation, 
pPromulgating his Law and his Terms of Acceptation 

to them, viſiting them from time to time to allure 
and encourage them, calling them by his Prophets, 
and at laſt vouchſafing to manifeſt himſelf amongſt 
them in the Perſon of the Lord Jeſus, who, without 
Sin himſelf, undertook our miſerable Nature to be 
the glorious Tabernacle of the Almighty, to call us 
to him, to teach us the ways of Salvation, and to die 
an ignominious Death upon the Croſs, thereon to ſeal 
the Doctrine of the Almighty with his Blood, and to 
open wide the Gates of Heaven to receive us back as 
ſoon as by Repentance, and a thorough Change of 
our Minds, he has fitted us for the happy and the 
peaceful Society which we forfeited by our Delin- 
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When we ſee him in this Light, who muſt not love 
him, who muſt not wiſh to do his Will, and deſire 
earneſtly to be with him; and who mult not adore 
him, and worſhip him with a fervent Love, that caſt- 
eth out fear? TT | 

This is the God, and ſuch he will be found to be, 
on the Principles of Reaſon as well as Religion; but 


in the other Colours which ſome over zealous Divines 


aint him in, let Men who believe him ſuch a Being 
think what they will, let them lie to their own Hearts, 
and ſay, they love him, it can be but a ſlaviſh Love, 


and they can but worſhip him, as the Men of Guinea 

do the Devil, for fear of his Wrath and his Anger. 
Thus far I have followed Reaſon, and from the - 

Light which it has furniſhed me with I have endea- 


voured to ſhew, that Spirit has Power over Matter 
even in the animal Oeconomy ; that the Author of 
all is a Spirit infinite, and infinitely good, powerful, 
wiſe and juſt ; that we are all the Work of his divine 
Will ; and that from our coming into the World 
ſuffering, it follows, that we muſt have offended in a 


pre- exiſtant State; that we are here, through the 
Mercy of God, in a State of Probation, to be amend- 


ed and reformed in order to fit us for our Return to 
thoſe Manſions of Bliſs from which we fell through 
our Delinquency, and for which we ſuffer here; that 
in order thereto it was proper and fit that the Author 
of our Beings ſhould manifeſt himſelf to us, in order 


to reveal to us the Means whereby we may reform 


and amend ourſelves, and fit us for that Return; en- 
deavouring, as I proceeded, to anſwer ſome Objec- 
tions which fell in my way to the divine Hiſtorian, 
who has given us the Hiſtory of the Creation, and I 
have followed only the Light of Reaſon. 

But if it was fit that God ſhould have promulgated 
his Law to Man, who in his preſent State having no 
Organs given him for that Purpoſe, could no longer 

1 diſ- 


* * 


.cc 


„ 
diſcern or comprehend pure Spirit; we muſt preſume, 
from the Ideas we have of his infinite Goodneſs, that 


he has left nothing undone which in its proper Seaſon 


was fit and becoming him to do; and we muſt there- 
fore conclude, that God has made a Revelation of his 
Will to Man, and has, in order thereto, manifeſted . 
himſelf to him in ſuch a Form, or Forms, as he could 
therein be comprehended and underſtood by him. 
Now let whoſe Will ſtand forth, and ſhew a better 
or more authentic Account of this Matter than the ſa- 
cred Hiſtorians, and I ſhall follow him; in the mean 


Time, taking it for a Matter granted, that a Reve- 


lation of his Will has been made for the Reaſons a- 


foreſaid, let us follow the Lights which are hand- 


ed down to us by them, and ſee whether the Ac- 


counts they give us be ſuch as are conſonant with 


Reaſon. 


God had no ſooner made Van than he manifeſted 
himſelf to him, and ſet the Good and the Evil before 
him; Adam, ſeduced by the Woman, fell ; and con- 


ſcious of his Delinquency, lamenting his heavy Miſ- 


fortune, wiſhing to hide himſelf from the Author of 
his new Being: Him God calls and Comforts, Ge- 


| ef 5s, Chap. iii. Ver. 9, 14 and 13. The Lord God 


ſaid unto the Serpent, becauſe thou has done this, 
thou art curſed above all Cattle, and above eve- 
* ry Beaſt of the Field: Upon thy Belly ſhalt 
thou go, and Duſt ſhalt thou eat all the Days of 
thy Life. And I vill put Enmity between thee and 
the Woman, and between thy Seed and her Seed: 


Ce 


cc 
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And it ſhall bruiſe thy Head.” To ſhew that 


the Body of Jeſus, who was to bruiſe his Head, was 
to be from her Body, and ſhould have no Participa- 


tion of the Body of Adam. 


* Geneſis, Chap. xii. V. 1, 2, 3. Now the Lord 
ad faid unto Abrabam, get thee out of thy Coun- 


try, and from thy Kindred, and from thy Father's 
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1 40 Houſe, unto a Land that I will ſhew thee. And 


&« will make of thee a great Nation, and 1 will bleſs 
e thee, and make thy Name great; and thou ſhalt 
« be a Bleſſing. And I will bleſs them that bleſs 


& thee, and curſe them that curſeth thee: And in 


< thee ſhall the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed.” 


Genefis, Chap. 22. Ver. 18. For the Obedience of Abra- 


ham God promiſes him in the following Words: 
In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be 


© bleſſed : Becauſe thou haſt obeyed my Voice.“ 
Theſe Promiſes were made to Abraham ; but as 
God was willing to ſhew how his Bleſſing, and thro' 


which of Abraham's Sons this Promiſe ſhould be ful- 


filled, he pitched upon Jſaac, ſaying, Genefis, Chap. 
xxvi. Ver. 3, 4. I will perform the Oath which I 
e ſwore unto Arabam thy Father. And I will make 
* thy Seed to multiply as the Stars of Heaven, and 


I will give unto thy Seed all theſe Countries : And 


in thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be 


„ pleſſed.“ 


But Jſaac having ſeveral Children, God chounhe Kt 
was fit to ſhew plainly through which of them tle 22 
ſiab ſhould come; wherefore, Gen. Chap. xxvlil. Ver. 
14. ſays he, Thy Seed ſhall be as the Duſt of the 
* Earth; and thou ſhalt ſpread abroad to the Weſt, 
“ and to the Faſt, and to the North, and to the 
“ South: And in thee. and in thy Seed ſhall all the 
Families of the Earth be blefſed.” And Gen. Chap. 
xxxii. Ver. 27, 28. He ſaid unto him, what is thy 
* Name? And he faid, Jacob. And he ſaid, thy 
Name ſhall be called no more Jacob, but Iſrael: 
For as a Prince haſt thou Power with God and with 
Men, and haſt prevailed.” Genęſis, Chap. xlix. 
Iſrael on his Death did give his Bleſſing to all his Chil- 


_ dren, and foretold them the moſt conſiderable Things 
which were to happen to their Poſterity ; but Judab 
was called to the —— He faid to Judab, 


that 


the Command ſhould remain in his Family till he 


(and the Saviour of the World.) Thus it was known, 


to him God revealed that the Expectation of Nations 
ſhould be of his Race. Pſalm Ixx11. Ver. 1. Give 


before him: All Nations ſhall ſerve him.” 


call his Name Immanuel.“ Which we are told is, 


| tions might indeed be ſuſpected, had they been hand- 
ed down to us by Chriſtians only ; but the wiſe Pro- 


(21.3 


that he ſhould command all his Brothers, and that 
came who was to be ſent, the Expectation of Nations 


that the Promiſe to Abraham was through Iſaac, Ja- 
cob, and Judab. Ver. 10. Saying, * The Scepter 
« ſhall not depart from Judab, nor a Law-giver from 
„ between his Feet, until SHiloh come, and unto him 
„ ſhall the gathering of the People be.“ 
Ihe royal P/almift David, who was of the Tribe 
of Judah, was not only a King but a Prophet : And 


4 


thy Judgment to the King, O God, and thy Righ- 
teouſneſs unto the King's Son. Ver. 8. His Do- 
minion ſhall reach from Sea to Sea, and from the 
River to the Ends of the Earth. Ver. 10. The 
Kings of Tarſhiſh and of the Iſlands ſhall offer him 
% Preſents: The Kings of Shebah and Sebab ſhall 
6 offer Gifts. Ver. 11. Yea, all Kings ſhall fall down 


cc 
_ 
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Pſalm ii. Ver. 7, 8. The Lord hath ſaid to me, 
thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee:— 
Aſk of me, and I ſhall give thee the Heathen for 
thine Inheritance, and the uttermoſt Parts of the 
« Earth for thy Poſſeſſion.” 

The Prophets declare his coming, the whole Na- 
tion of the es expected him, and the Scepter did 
not depart from Judaꝶ, nor a Law-giver from between 
his Feet till he came. And how come he? Even as 
was foretold by Iſaiab, Chap. vii. Ver. 14. © Behold 


«* a Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and ſhall _ 


ce 
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by Interpretation, © God with us.“ 
The Books from which I have taken theſe Quota- 


vidence 8 
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vidence who over-rules and governs all, to whom the 


Paſt and the Future are equally known, foreſeeing 
that Doubts and Diſputes would happen, that Here- 


ſies ſhould ariſe, and confounding Truth with Falſe- 
hood, leave Men in Suſpence about theſe Matters, has 


ſo ordered that the Fewws, the profeſſed Enemies of 
Chriſt and of the Faich in Chriſt, ſhould be the Keep- 
ers of theſe important Records; that no Room ſhould 
be left to doubt at any Time that any Interpolation, 
or unfair Play about the Propheſies in them contain- 
ed, had been uſed to favour or ſupport anew and ill- 
grounded Religion. And to lay thoſe People under 
a Neceſſity to preſerve theſe Books whole and intire, 


it is ſo ordered, that their ſpiritual and temporal Laws 


ſhould be ſo interwoven with the Propheſies therein 
contained, quite through the Old Teſtament, that 
they cannot ſuppreſs any Part, without an Injury to 
the Whole. 


Nor is it unworthy our Obſervation, that theſe Peo- 


ple themſelves, without a Country or a Scepter, with- 
out an Head or a Leader, ill- treated, deſpiſed and 
perſecuted wherever they go, ſtill ſubſiſt Diſtinct 


from all other Nations, and a ſeperate People whate- 
ver Country they are found in; as if, by a perpetual 


Miracle, they were by Providence on Purpoſe pre- 


ſerved to be the Keepers of the Archives and Evi- 


dences of the Truth of Chriſtianity: The Religion of 
the People who perſecute and oppreſs them wherever 
they are. . 5 5 

Then it is to be conſidered alſo, with what Pomp 
and Solemnity he is introduced into the World: From 


the Exiſtence of the World he is promiſed : Down 


from the Fall of Adam to the Time of his Appearance 


in the Fleſh, he is promiſed : And the Apparatus for 


his coming is ſuch as has never happened in Nature 
but in his ſingle Circumſtance ; Abraham is ſingled 
out and called from amongſt his idolatrous Brethren, 

- 5 | and 
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and for his Obedience is adopted of God, © When 
c the moſt High ſeparated the Nations, he ſet the 
 * Bounds according to the Number of the Children 
* Ijrael. Deut. "Chap. xxxil. Ver. 8, 9. And Ja- 
„cob is the Lot of his Inheritance.” Which expreſ- 
ſes ſtrongly (by; the- by) that the Spirits of Jacob and 
of the Children of 1/ael pre- exiſted. Abraham was 
called out from amongſt his idolatrous Brethren, and 
for his Obedience God adopted him and his Family; 
of his Loins was the Maſſiab to come; and that there 
might be no doubt about the Truth.of his Promile, 
| hep put his Seal upon them, and by Circumciſion mark- 
ed them for the Purpoſe, and ſet them by as a Peo- 
ple ſelected from the reſt of Mankind, and abſolutely 
Diſtinct from them, not by Circumciſion only, but 
by the Rights and Ceremonies which he inſtituted a- 
mongſt them for that Purpoſe : When the Sons of 
Jacob, jealous of their Brother Jaſeph, threw him 
into the Pit, he was wonderfully preſerved and brought 
into Egypt, where he was raiſed up before the Prince 
of that Country and became a mighty Man, that he 
ſhould be a Relief to his Father and his Brethren, and 
be the Means of bringing them into a ſtrange Country 
to make them ſtill more remarkably a diſtinct People. 
Do one is ignorant how they multiplied there, and 
became at laſt ſo numerous, that the People and the 
Prince of that Country grew jealous of their Num- 
bers, and determined to prevent their Increate ; God 
for this viſited the Egyptiaus with Plagues of various 
Kinds, until Pharaoh at length was glad to let them 
all depart his Country in Peace: The Sea is opened for 
their Paſſage, and the treacherous Egyptians, intending 
to fall upon them in their Paſſage, were overwhelmed in 
the ſame Waves which opened to let them paſs; they 
are no ſooner arrived in Arabia than they are muſtered 
and divided into Tribes, diſtinguiſhed by the Names 
of Jacob's Sons, and every Tribe again divided into to 
| milies, 
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milies, that there ſhould be no doubt of what Tribe 
and Family the Megftah ſhould come. 

Paſſing into the Wilderneſs, they are there mi- 
raculouſly fed with Manna from Heaven; the 
Rock, ſtruck by Moſes, ſends forth refreſhing Wa- 
ters to quench their Thirſt; they are guided by a 
Pillar of Smoak by Day, and by a Light by Night ; 
Maſes is called up to the Top of Mount Sinai by God; 
the Mountain 1s enveloped with Clouds and ſhaken 
with Thunders : The Lightnings ſtream around, and 
the whole Hoſt is filled with Terror and n, 
while the Lord the God is giving the Law, in which 
it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt have none other Gods but me. 

But I muſt run through the Whole of the Old Te- 
ſtament, to deſcribe the Pomp and Solemnity of this 
wonderful Apparatus, which was made for the Intro- 
duction of the Lord of Nature in the human Form into 
the World ; I ſhall only pray my Reader to conſider 
it quite through, even from the Fall of Adam to the 
Conception of Mary, and ſo on to St. John's bap- 
tizing in the River Jordan, and he will find it quite 
through full of Wonder and Magnificence, and wor- 
thy the Arrival of a God. — At laſt he came. | 
| All this could not be for a Cr eature, no not for the 
Arch. angels Michael or Gabriel; it could be for no- 

thing leſs than the mighty one: For the Lord of Na- 
ture, and for the Redeemer of the Loſt of Heaven.— 
Let us now fee what was ſaid of him * his Cotem- 

poraries: _ 

St. John begins his Goſpel thus: In the Begin- 
* ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
e and the Word was God.” 

The ſame Apoſtle in his firſt Epiſtle, Chap. v. Ver. 
20. ſays, © We know that the Son of God is come 
* and we know him that is true: And we are in him, 
* even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt. This is the true 
od.“ And —_ in the ſame . Ver. 7. 
For 
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« For there are three that bear Record in Heaven, 


_* the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt : And 


* theſe three are one.“ In his Goſpel, Chap. v. Ver. 
19. The Son can do nothing of himſelf, but what 


c he ſeeth the Father do: For whatſoever he doth, 


_< that doth the Son alſo.” Intimating thereby the 
Unity of the Godhead, notwithſtanding the Divi- 
duity of the Perſons: And afterwards to expreſs the 
perfect Equality, in the ſame Chap. Ver. 23. All 


Mien fhall honour the Son, as they honour the Fa- 
mer.” 


St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, Chap. ix. 
er, ſays (ſpeaking of the Fews) © Of whom, as 
concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, who is over 
© all, God bleflzd for ever. Amen. And in that 
to Tits, Chap. ii. Ver. 13. dt 2 great Hope, and 
the great God. * 


St. Paul to the Phil ipians, Chap. ii. Ver. 6. ſpeak- 


ing of Chriſt lays, * Who being in the Form of 


** God, thought it not Naben to be equal to 


Goc 

In that to the Colloffians, Chap. i. Ver. 9. © In him 
„ dwelleth the Fulineſs of the Godhead bodily.” 
Chap. i. Ver. 16. Ot the fame Epiſtle, © By him all 
Things were created that are in Heaven, and that 
are in Earth, viſible and inviſible, all Things were 
created by him, and for him.“ Chap. ii. Ver. 2. 


diſtinguiſhing between the Divinity and the Perſona- 


lities of the Father. and of the Son, he ſays, © The 
* Myſtery of God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt ;* 


and Ver. 3. In Chriſt are hid all the Treaſures of 


the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God.“ 

In the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. i. Ver. 6. the 

| Gow A poſtle ſays, © Let all the Angles of God a- 

dore him.“ -In which there is no Exemption either 

of Michael or Gabriel; if they be allowed to be the 

Angels of God, even they muſt adore him: In * 
2 in- 
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ſingle Text there ſeems to be contained, a full 11 Refu- 

tation of the Eſſay. 

In the ſame Epiſtle we find many Ellogiums on the 
Dignity of Chriſt, and amongſt others, Ver. 6. And 

et all the Angels of God worſhip him.” Ver. 7, 

8. Of the Angels, he ſayeth, who maketh his An- 

„ gels Spirits, and his Miniſters a flame of Fire. 

But unto the Son he ſayeth, thy Throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever; a Scepter of Righteouſneſs is 
thy Scepter. It is worth while to read this whole 
Epiltle. 

All the Cotemporaries of 22 ſpeak in this high 
Stile of him; and when he ſpeaks of himſelf, by 
whom they were all informed, he ſays, St. John, Chap. 
x. Fen. 30. I ö and my Father are one.” In our 
Days, this Expreſſion indeed would not be accounted 
Polite 3 but it is to be ſuppoſed that he puts himſelf 
firſt to refute the Hereſy he foreſaw, which denies him 
to be equal to the Father, 

I would not take up too much of my Reader's Time, 
by a Multiplicity of Quotations, but I cannot forbear 
a Remark on the 110th Pſalm of David, Ver. 1. he 
ſays, © The Lord ſaid to my Lord, fit thou at my 
right Hand.” But in Ver. 4. addreſſing himſelf 
to Chr iſt, Thou art a Prieſt for ever the Lord at 
* -1y right Hand.” Thus both the Father is at the 
right Hand of the Son, and the Son at the right Hand 
of the Father; but neither the Son, or the Father, at 
the Left of either: And this, no doubt, he did to 
ſhew that neither had the Superiority. 


I ſhall cloſe my Quotations with an Expreſſion of 

St. Paul, in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, Chap. iii. Ver. 
16. when talking of Chriſt he fays, * Without Con- 

2 trovery God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtified 
in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unto the 


Gentiles, believed. on in che World, received up 
into * | 


(e 
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Now for the Signification of the Word Angel, 
which is often met with in the Scriptures, the Miſun- 
derſtanding of which led our Eſſay Writer into all his 
Errors, I refer ſuch of my Readers as have not Lei- 
ſure to go through the whole Bible, to a ſmall Pamph- 
let on that Subject, lately publiſhed, in anſwer to 
the Eſſay Writer, by which he will plainly ſee 


that the Word Angel differs from the perſonal Ma- 


niteſtation of the Divinity in this, that the Angel 
is but the Form taken up for the Manifeſtation of 


the Divinity on a particular Occaſion, and which, 


as ſoon as that is anſwered, is diſmiſſed again; where- 
as the Manifeſtation by the Perſon is eternal and en- 
dures for ever. 

It will be time now to conſider wink this ſtum- 
bling Block of Unbelievers, this Paradox as it is call- 
ed, this Contradiction in Terms, the Trinity of Uni- 


ty, be reconcilable to Reaſon; or whether it was fit 


that, in the Whole of God's Creations there ſhould 
be three Perſons of the Divinity, and but only one 
God : In order to which it will be neceſſary to under- 
ſtand aright, the Meaning and Signification of the 
Word Perſon. 


By a Perſon, I underſtand a Figure, or Form, which 


15 or may be, therefore, the Object of ſome Senſe, ei- 


ther of Men or Angels. 


But an infinite Being is not circumſcribed by any 


Place, nor in any Place; more than another; it is in 
all Places, and equally in every Place: It has no Bounds 
nor Meaſure, it exceeds all Comprehenſion of infinite 
Beings, and cannot therefore be the Object of any 
Senſe of finite Beings, whether they be Men or An- 
gels: And therefore cannot be called a Perſon. 
hut this infinite and eternal Being, every where, in 
all Places, and at all Times, may ſo manifeſt himſelf 
in any Part of Space, formally and in a Figure circum- 


{ſcribed 
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ſcribed by Place, as to become the Object of the Senſe 
both of Men and Angels; and in ſo doing it becomes 

an Angel or Perſon. 
The great God therefore, n and infinite i in 
his Exiſtence, reſolving to create and to communicate 
the Happineſs which he in himſelf injoy ed in an infi- 
nite Degree, to a World of Spirits, but foreſceing 
the Fall of many of them whom, however as never 
having yct tranſgreſſed, he reſolved to create; having 
in the Depths of his own Wiſdom formed the Means 


of recovering them when fallen, the God, I fay, thus 


determined ſtood forth perſonally, and in that Form 
in which Chrift called to him from the Mount, lay- 
ing, © Our Father which art in Heaven.” And in 
that ineffable, and to Man incomprehenſibly glorious 
Perſon, called forth into Being, or begot of himſelf 
before all Worlds, the pureſt of all ſecondary Spirits, 
and the moſt dignified, as willed by himſelf into Be- 
ing, without the Interpoſition of any other Perſon, 
even the Soul or Spirit which was in T'ume to animate 
the Body of the Man Jeſus : The Beginning of Be- 
ginnings, as ſtiled in the Revelations : The firit be- 
gotten of God before all Worlds: The future Hope 
and Redemption of the Fallen of Heaven : Even the 
ſecond Perton, in which he the God manifeſted him- 
ſelf to Mankind. 

And when he had thus formed, or begotten him, 
having determined him for fo great a Purpoſe, for 
fear of an y Lapſe in this his firſt and only Begotten, 
he dwelt bodily in him (to ſpeak in the Phraſe of St. 
Paul) and in order to attach this his firſt Begotten in 
Affection, and in Intereſt to his intended Creation, 
he in him and by him created the whole Hoſt of 
Heaven: Even Myriads of Myriads of bleſſed Spi- 
rits, that he the firſt Begotten, conſcious of having a 
Part 1 in their Creation, ſhould therefore be a” - 

cline 
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clined and obliged, and the readier to undertake; 
when Time ſhould be, the Redemption of ſuch of 

them as ſhould fall. 

In the firſt Chapter of St. John the Ba N | 
therefore, it is ſaid, © In the Beginning was the 
„ Word, and the Word was with God, and God was 

<<: Ws Word: By him was made all Things that are 
' © made.” By which Words it may be underſtood, 
that the Creation was made in the Perſon of the Son: 
And if we conſider the Expreſſion, and the Deſign of 
the Writers on this Head together, we ſhall find 2 
the Intention of ſpeaking in this Stile was, to let Men 
known that the Son was God, as was the Father; and 
that though Diſtinct as to their Perſonalities, yet they 
were really but one and the ſame God, the ſame Di- 
vinity under diſtinct Perſons or Manifeſtations. So 
that when John, talking of him as God, aſcribes to 
him the making of the World, he is guilty of no In- 
congruity, no Confuſion of Perſons; for as the Word, 
or Son, was God, ſo was the Father Gods alſo, both 
Perſons of the fame God who created all, and as God, 
the Creation might be aſcribed to the Divinity of ei- 
ther, which was fill undivided, and one only God 
manifeſted in the two diſtin; Perſons of the Father 
and of the Son. 

In the Creed, commonly called the Apoſtle” s Creed, 
it is indeed thus expreſſed : © I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth.” 
Here it may be objected, that the Creation 1s aſcribed 
to the Father, as God. In the Nicene Creed it is 
allo ſaid, I believe in one God, the Father Al- 

* mighty, maker of Heaven and Earth,“ Sc. So 
that in both theſe Creeds the Creation 1s aſcribed to 

the Perſon of the Father, which would not have been 
done had either the Evangeliſt St. John, or the Com- 
pilers of the Creed, meant to ſpeak of the Perſon and 
not of the EY but the Words are God in both 
4 Creeds, 
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Creeds, and then follows the Father; and even this 
Variation between the Evangeliſt and the Creeds would 
not have been, but that St. John having wrote on that 
Subject to remove ſome Doubts which aroſe from the 
Writings of St. Matthew the Evangeliſt, who dedu- 
ced the Pedigree of Chriſt by the Fleſh from David, 
and thereby! gave room for a Cavil, that Chriſt was 
meer Man, and only choſen and fanCtified after by 
the Divinity, determined to ſet that Right, and to 
ſhew, that Chriſt was not only Man indeed, but 
God indeed, and, as God, that he was the Creator 
of all. | 

But it muſt be underſtood, that this Manifeſtation 
of the eternal and infinite Being in the Perſon of the 
Father, took nothing from his Ubiquity as God 
the Great, the Infinite was not here contracted : 80 
that it might be totally circumſcribed in that Perſon 
of the Father to whom Jeſus prayed on the Mount, 


calling to his Father which is in Heaven; for he, 
the God, was every where as well as there, and ſo is 


and will eternally be, tho' manifeſted and become 


viſible at that time . Perſon of the Father, and 


in the Son, the Creator of Heaven and of Earth, 
and of all that therein is: But that Perſon of the Fa- 


ther, that Manifeſtation, is no paſſing Manifeſta- 


tion, like the other Manifeſtations of the Divinity, 
in the Angels, of his Appearance ſo frequently met 
with in the inſpired Writers: It is one, eternal, unal- 
terable Manifeſtation, or Perſon, to remain in the 
Heaven of the Bleſt for the Beatification, the Com- 
fort and the Happineſs of the good Spirits that ſur- 


round his Throne for ever. 


Bur theſe Spirits thus formed, tho' produced into 
Being in the higheſt Degree of Perfection which 


Creatures were capable of. were ſtill free Agents, 


and had a Will to Ge their Actions; which 
in time occalioned that ſome fell off from their Obe- 
| cence, 
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Gience, into ſuch Depravities as occaſioned their being 
caſt out from Heaven. 

What their Crime might have been is to us uns 
known; but that ſuch an Incident there was we have 
the following 2 Authority to believe, beſides many others 
to be found in the ſacred Hiſtories: We find, in the Re- 
velations of St. Joby, Chap. xii. Ver. 7, 8, 9. © There 
_ © was War in Heaven; St. Michael and his Angels 
fought againſt the Dragon, and the Dragon fought 
and his Angels: And prevailed not, neither was their 
* Place found any more in Heaven. And the great 
Dragon was caſt out, that old Serpent, called the 
8 Devil and Satan, who deceiveth the whole World: 
Hie was caſt out into the Earth, and his Angers Were 
* caſt out with him 

Such are the Lights of this wonderful Revolution 
in Heaven, afforded to us by the divine Goodnels ; 
and from theſe Lights the great Origin himſelf could 
lee that we were of thoſe unhappy Rebels who fell, 
and who were caſt out, and he concluded, as I dns 
reaſoning from the Goodneſs of God, and the ſuffer- 
ing State in which we are born into this W orld, not 
only that we in ſome former State fell, but chat the 


6 


Souls of Men are thoſe unhappy Spirits whom the 


Goodneſs of God has not forſaken, but watches over 
with fatherly Correction and Tenderneſs, in order to 
bring us back, ' mended and reformed, to the Thrones 
of Bliſs from which we fell, and to our tormer happy 
State in Heaven again. 

But in our preſent State we are in utter Darkneſs, 
and the Shadow of Death : We have not in our frame 
Organs to diſcern a Spirit, nor Powers yet to know 


what we are: We have drank of the River Leihe (if I 


can be pardoned the Expreſſion) i in the Womb, and all 
our former Exiſtence is hid from us in the moſt pro- 


tound Darknels and Obſcurity. — 
| G | Bat 
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But to clear up a little more particularly this im- 
portant point : Let us here again Reaſon on the Mat- 
ter, and weigh a little more accurately what was moſt 
becoming and fitting for the great Author of our Be- 
ing to do by thoſe unhappy Wretches of his own Love 
and Creation, when they had thus fallen. | 
I muſt own, that moſt of the Errors and Abuſes in 
Chriſtianity have been introduced into it by reaſoning. 
from ourſelves to the Divinity; from imperfect, to 
Perfection; from bad and depraved, to good, merci- 
ful, and juſt; and it may ſeem odd for me therefore 
to ſet out in the ſame Manner, to reaſon on this im- 
portant Circumſtance; but there is a great Difference 
between reaſoning from our Imperfections thereby to 
aſcribe Imperfections to God, and reaſoning from our 
Virtues to the Virtues or Goodneſs of God. | 
From the firſt we muit always proceed in a wrong, 
Direction; for we are here from our Imperfections and 
evil Difpoſitions : He is all perfect, and has no Ma- 
lignity, no Pride, no Anger, or Rage, nothing cruel 
or revengeful; and whenev er, reaſoning from our own: 
depraved Natures, we aſcribe any of theſe Weakneſſes 
to the divine Eſſence, if we don't affront him we at beſt 
greatly err: But when from the Goodneſs, the Huma- 
nity, the Benevolence, the Charity, the Juſtice of our 
weak and imperfect Natures, we reaſon to that of his 
perfect, all-wiſe and all- powerful Mind, we cannot 
err; becauſe he poſſeſſes thoſe Virtues, not in the 
narrow Limits of human Powers, but in an infinite 
Degree; and wWhoever, forms his Mind upon theſe 
Principles, and conſiders the Abſurdities introduced 
into the Religion of Chriſt, will find, that they have 
all ariſen n thence; wt I ſhall here Reaſon there- 
fore from the good Diſpoſitions of Man's Mind to 
thoſe of our God. 
Let us ſuppoſe a Father having many Children, of 
which one was of a turbulent unruly Mind, raiſing 
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perpetual Diſputes and Broils amongſt his Brethren, 
and filling his Father's Houſe with Factions and Di- 
ſturbance. A Father, I mean a good Father, would 
not ſurely on the firſt Complaint put his Son to death: 
Would he not endeavour to reclaim him by good Ad- 


vice, admoniſh and chaſtiſe him firſt ? And though 


he ſhould, for the Peace of his Houſe and of his meek 
and good Children, turn him out of his Doors, nay, 


and lock and bar his Doors againſt his Re-entry into 


it, would he not ſtill have an Eye after him, would he 
not {till endeavour to chaſtiſe and reform him? And 
would he not, when reformed,. kill the fatted Galt 
and receive his Profligate back with Joy, and with 
Gladneſs invite his Neighbours to ſhare in that Joy 
which his Return and Reformation gave him? And 
would he not re-place him, not in his own Apart- 
ment in the Houle only, but in the Place within his 
own Heart and Affections which he poſſeſſed before? 
it a good Father, this he would certainly do; and 
ſhall we think our God, our Father in the higheſt 
Senſe, our Creator more cruel, unforgiving, and re- 
vengeful than one of us poor angry, malicious, cruel, 
and revengeful Creatures? It is impoſſible for any Man 
who indulges himſ:1f the Time to conſider it, to be- 
lieve it. . | | 0 
Man feels Injuries, he has Paſſions that prevail o- 

ver his Reaſon often, and he may be led by them to 
be cruel, revengeful, and unforgiving ; but our Father 
which is in Heaven, is ſo far above us, that he can- 
not be hurt by any thing we do; he cannot be pro- 
voked to Paſſion, Anger, or Revenge, nor actua- 
ted by any Principle towards us, or any other of his 
Creation, but fatherly Love, Tenderneſs, Pity and 
Compaſſion ; and he could not ſurely be worſe to his 
Children than we to ours ? It is impoſſible therefore that 
he could quit or abandon his firſt Creation, and unfor- 
giving, cruel and revengeful, at once, and for the 
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firſt Fault, condemn them to eternal and infinite ex- 
tream Nliſery and Tor ture. 

Let any Man who knows God, and knows that he 
is good; any Man who ſees with what paternal Care 
he watches over us; how he is always inſtant and 
preſent in our Minds, warring and admoniſhing us 
of Evil, counſelling and exhorting us to Good; any 
Man who conſiders what Comforts and Happineſs he 
furniſhes us with in this Valley of Trouble, Diſtreſs 
and Diſgrace; let any Man, I ſay, who knows him, 
and conſiders theſe things, reaſon upon the Matter 
with himielf, and determine, were he in the Place of 
the Almighty and had given Being to thoſe Wretches, 
and, that, of his meer Will and Benevolence ; let him 
conſider himſelf as a Father in the higheſt Senſe of 
the Word, and the beſt and tendereſt of Fathers, a 
Creator ; ter him- conſider that if any Infirmities there 
were in their Natures they were yet the Work of his 
own Hands, and that they could not be more perfect 
than he made them, nor anſwerable for more than 
was given them; and when he has conſidered theſe 
Matters let him ſay, would he with all the Infirmities 
of human Nature about him, in an implacable Rage 
caſt them out of his Houſe, unforgiving, unrelent- 
ing, to eternal never ending Torments? Or is it not 
more probable, that though he had been obliged, for 
the Peace of the Reſt of his Children, to calt them 
out, that he ſhould ſtill be ſorry for their Behaviour, 
that he ſhouid be moved at their Diſtreſſes; that he 
ſhould take Compaſſion of their Infirmities, and, from 
the Bowels of a Father, pity them, endeavour to re- 
form them, and bring them back again to their Du- 
ty, and'to Peace and "Harmony with their Brethren ?. 
But if he, a Man, full of Paſſion and Reſentment, 
finds that there is in him ſuch Sentiments of Tender- 
neſs and Compaſſion, how can he with Decency at- 
tribute ſuch Cruelty, ſuch an implacable Anger, ſuch 
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a vindictive unforgiving Temper, to a Being of infl- 
nite Goodneſs, whoſe Mercy and Tenderneſs we even 
in this fallen Eſtate fo plentifully experience ue 
through our Lives. 

We muſt therefore conclude, from the Principles of 
Reaſon, that the unhappy Delinquents were not abſo- 
lutely abandoned, but that the infinite Goodneſs has 
us ſtill in the Contemplation of his Mercy and paternal 
Goodneſs, and has placed us here in a State of Pro- 
bation in order to our Reformation, and to be fitted 
again for the bleſſed Society of our Brethren in Hea- 
ven, from whence we have been ſo long ſeparated by 
our Delinquency firſt, and our Obſtinacy after. 8 
This then being the Caſe; how fit, how juſt, how 
good is it in this merciful and indulgent Father of all, 
to make his Laws and his Terms of Acceptation 
known to us, and in the Fulneſs of his Time to ma- 
nifeſt himſelf to us in the Fleſh, in the Perſon of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, his only begotten Son before all Worlds, 
to preach and to teach his Will to us in his own Per- 
ſon, proving the Truth of his Doctrines by a manifeſt 
Power over Nature, healing the Sick, giving Sight 
to the Blind, commanding "the Lame to walk, and 
the Dead to riſe and to live again; in order to ſhew 
us, that Jeſus, in whom he was manifeſt, was the 
Son of God, the promiſed Meffiah ſo long expected, 
God manifeſted in the Fleſh, 1 Timothy, Chep. iii. Ver. 
16. Who of his infinite Goodneſs was made Man, of 
the Subſtance of the Virgin, and awelt amongſt us to 
teach us the ways of Salvation, to confirm us in the 
pleaſing Hope of a Reſurrection, and to lead us back 
to thoſe Thrones of Bliſs from which we were unfor- 
tunately fallen, to reſtore us to his Preſence in Hea- 
ven, and there to eſtabliſh us eternally happy. 

Bur if this was fit and conſiſtent with the divine 
Mercy and Goodneſs, why. ſhould we any longer 


doubt, 
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doubt, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Perſon; let us iter 
therefore, how he is deſcribed in the Scriptures. 
David, from whom he was deſcended, as to the Fleſh, 
ſpeaking of God the Father, ſays, Pſalm cx. Ver. 1. 
„The Lord ſaid to my Lord, fit thou at my right 
* Hand.” Which ſeems to give a Superiority to the 
Son; but to clear this up, Ver. 4, 5. of the ſame P/alm 
we find it ſaid, ſpeaking of Chriſt, * Thou art a 
« Prieſt for ever—the Lord at thy right Hand, &c.” 
Upon which we may Remark, that the royal Pſal- 
miſt would have it underſtood that there was a perfect 
Equality between the Perſons : For in the firſt Place, 
the Son which is underſtood by the Words, my Lord, 
is placed at the right Hand, and in the ſecond it is 
| ſaid, to the Son, thou art a Prieſt for ever—the Lord 
at thy right Hand ; but neither the Father nor the 
Son 1s placed at the left Hand, to ſhew the perfect E- 
x quality between them before the Incarnation. St. 
Paul to the Collofhans, Chap. ii. Ver. 9. ſays, that 
In him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bo- 
« aly.” That is truely and not fig guratively. And 
St. Jobn, Chap. v. Ver. 19. ſays, What Things 
e ſoever the Father doeth, theſe alſo doeth the Son 
% likewiſe,” which not only ſhews an Equality but 
an Unity allo. And again, Chap. xxi. Ver. 17. St. 
< Peter ſaid to Chriſt, Lord thou knoweli all Things.” 
Which he could not have attributed to Chriſt had he 
not believed, as St. Paul ſays in his Epiſtle to the 
 Collofſians, Chap. ii. Ver. 3. that in C hriſt “ Dwel- 
eth all the Treaſures of the Wiſdom and Know- 
< ledge of God.” | 
In Pſalm hexii. Ver. 11. we find that „All Kings 
„ ſhall fall down or adore him: All Nations ſhall 
* ſerve him.” And how? Here St. Fobn, Chap. v. 
Ver. 23. © All Men ſhall honour the Son, as they 
Honour the Father.“ 


But 
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But in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, a People wiſe in 
their own Conceipt, and Unbelievers, Chap. i. Ver. 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. St. Paul not only attributes the 
Divinity to Chriſt, but ſeems to aſſign a Reaſon for 
his coming, ſaying, © God who at ſundry Times, 
and in divers Manners, ſpoke in Time paſt unto 
the Father by his Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days 
ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath a 
pointed Heir of all Things, by whom alſo he made 
« theWorlds. Who being the Brightneſs of his Glo- 
ry, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, and u 
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* when he had by himſelf purged our Sins, ſat down 
on the right Hand of the Majeſty on High: Be- 


CC 
« hath b Inheritance obtained a more excellent Name 
CC * 


Cc 


at any Time, thou art my Son, this Day have 1 
begotten thee ? And again, I will be to him a Fa- 
ther, and he ſhall be to me a Son? And again, 
when he bringeth in the firſt Begotten into the 
World, he faith, and let all the Angels of God 
worſhip him. And of the Angels, he faith, who 
maketh his Angels Spirits, and his Miniſters a 
Flame of Fire. But unto the Son he ſaith, thy 
Throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a Sceptre of 
Righteoncſs is the Sceptre of thy Kingdom. 
We find by theſe Texts, that the ſecond Perſon is 
deſcribed not only as a perfect Equal to the Father in 
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his Perſon, but in a larger Senſe, and indeed, as Gd 


himſelf. 
But here is the Difficulty; he, the Chriſt, was per- 


fect Man of the Subſtance of his Mother, and perfect 


G0 of the Subſtance of his Father, of a reaſonable 
Soul and human Fleſh ſubſiſting. Thus the Atbana- 


cian Creed, Might not, ſay they, God have mani- 


teſted himſelf in the Perſon of Jeſus, as he does in 


Hea- 


holding all Things by the Word of his Power, 


ing made fo much better than the Angels, as he 


than they. For unto which of his Angels ſaid he 
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Jeaven in that of the Father, without any other auxi- 
hary Spirit to actuate his Body! ? 
We muſt conſider, that from the firſt ProduRtion 
of the Soul of Jeſus into Being, God intimately con- 
nected himſelf to it for the Purpoſes already mention- 


ed, and was never after to be ſeparated from it: This 


Soul was afterwards incarnate in the Man Jeſus, who 
was not only to promulgate the Terms of Accepta- 


tion to Mankind, and by his Power over Nature ma- 


nifeſted in all the Miracles which he wrought amongſt 
them, to ſhew that it was none other but God himſelf 
who demanded to be obeyed in them; but he was alſo 


to ſuffer and die on the Croſs, for their Redemption.— 
But as God he could not ſuffer, neither as meer Mat- 


ter could he be ſenſible of Pain; therefore it was ne- 
ceſſary that the Body of Jeſus ſhould be quickened by 
a Soul, or Spirit, capable of ſuch ſuffering, that the 
hidden Myſtery in the divine Equity of God's Mind, 
which required an Expiation for the Sin of our fall, 
ſhould be ſatisfied. | 

For as the Man Jeſus was to die for our Sins, to be 
our Peace- offering, and the Door of our Return to 
Heaven, it was neceſſary he ſhould be a Man indeed 
of a reaſonable Soul and human Fleſh ſubſiſting : For 
he could ſuffer and die, as Man, but, as God, he could 
not ; theretore, for the great Work which he had uw 
Hand, he mult be God and Man. 


But the Peace- offering, the Sacrifice for Sin, muſt 


be pure and unſpotted himſelf, he muſt have neither 
Sin nor Stain; for otherwiſe, though his Sufferings 

might indeed rake away his own Sin, they could not 
take away ours, becaule he would in that Caſe be a 
Sinner himſelf and liable to Pain on his own Account, 
and could not therefore be of Weight, or Worth, ſuffi- 
cient to purge away ours: From which we muſt con- 


clude, that the Soul which animated the Body of Je- 


ſus, was a pure Spirit, who had never offended or 
| fined, 
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fined; but who freely and voluntarily undertook the 


glorious Office of the Redemption, by ſubmitting 
| himſelf to the Miſeries of human Nature, and to the 
Death upon the Croſs, for our Sakes ; and whom 
Man therefore can never ſufficiently love, for his 
Goodneſs to us. 

That he was ſuch a pure Being appears to be the 
primitive Opinion from the Doctrine of his being con- 

ceived by a Virgin, without the Participation of Man, 
by the Inſpiration of the Spirit of God, and brought 
forth without original Sin. 

Now it is reaſonable to believe that as God was in 
perfect Liberty to create theſe Spirits which were to 


fall, or not to create them, and as he reſolved, tho? 
fore-aſſured that they would fall, to create them, we 


muſt ſuppoſe he in his own infinite Goodneſs, before all 


Worlds, contrived this moſt gracious and God- be- 


coming Scheme of a Redemption by a Mediator 
and at the ſame Time conceived in his all-glorious 
Mind the Spirit which was to animate the Man Jeſus, 


the firſt begotten of God before all Worlds, who, 


for us and for all Men, came down from Heaven and 
was incarnate ; and to whom before all Worlds, God 
ſpeaks, ſaying, thou art my Son, this Dey have I 
begotten thee : The Son of his Love and of his Mer- 
cy, who was to undertake the Redemption of the 
Fallen, and, pure himſelf, to take our mien Na- 
tures and all our Tranſgreſſions upon him; to die for 
our Sins, and to lead us back to eternal Fei And 
chis Spirit, not made but begotten of God, of an 
higher Nature than Angels, to whom all Angels were 
to bow down and to honour him as the fore-ordain- 
ed of God for the Redemption of the Loſt ; this pure 
and dignified Spirit was the Soul of Jeſus, ro whom 


the God joined himſelf in intimate Connection, mant- 


feſting himſelf in him with Power, and forming the ſe- 
cond Perſon of the holy and undivided Trinity. Thus 
H 


there- 
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therefore may we ratiovally account for the firſt and 


ſecond Perſon of the ſacred Trinity, without any 


Contradiction of Terms, or any Myſtery to reconcile 
ourſelves to ſuch a Belief contrary to Reaſon. Here 
there is no Confuſion of Perſons, for the Perſon or 


Manifeſtation of God, as the Father, was, and is, and 


ever will be diſtin& from the Perſon of the Son; and 


ſo was the Perſon of the Son on Earth, in the Man 


Teſus, diſtinct from the Perſon of the Father, and 
was born and bred, and prayed to the Father, or firſt 


\ Perſon of the Trinity, which was in Heaven, and 
which was really and indeed, as to Perſonality, quite | 
diſtinct from the Son, though only one and the fame 


God in two diſtinct Perſonalities, or Manifeſtations of 


__ himſelf. 


All this I think plainly demonſtrable to a clear Un- 


derſtanding which knows God, and ſees or conſiders 


his divine Attributes ; his Goodneſs, his Mercy, his 
Benevolence, his Power, his Fore-knowledge, his In- 


dependency, his Freedom of Action, his Juſtice, and 


the Fitneſs and Rectitude of his Mind, all which he 


poſſeſſes not partially as Man, but in a ſuperlative and 


infinite Degree, incapable of Anger, Revenge, Cru- 


elty, Injuſtice, Implacability, or any other Paſſion, - 
which, in Man, overthrows the Rectitude of his UE 


derſtanding, and corrupts and miſſeads his Will; all 
which, I hope, I have already ſufficiently ſer forth. 
So we find that God, from his Benevolence, ha- 


ving in Contemplation to create a World of Spirits in 
the higheſt Degree of Perfection that Creatures were 


capable of, but, fore- -leeing the Fall of many, has, 
previous to Creation, in his own Mind conceived or 


begot a Scheme of Redemption by a material World, 


into which, upon their Fall, they ſhould be received, 
and there kept in utter Darkneſs till called up into 
the State of Man, or human Nature, their Eyes ſhould 


be opencd, to diſtinguiſh Good from Evil, to hear, 
es re- 


„ 
receive, and underſtand the Laws of their Creator 
and his Revelation; to lift up their Minds to a Con- 
templation of his divine Eſſence and Goodnels, to ſee 
him in all his wondrous Works, to admire and adore 
him, as the only one, the Creator of Heaven and 
Farth and of all Things viſible and inviſible. 


In this divine Conſultation with his Goodneſs, his 
Rectitude, his Charity, Benevolence and Juſtice, he 


reſolved upon and conceived the Scheme of the three 
Perſonalities, or Manifeſtations; that is to lay, of 


himſelf, in the Father which is in Heaven; in the 
Son, which was to be manifeſted to Man in the Fleſh ; 

and in the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, which is the 
reſulting Harmony of the two other Manifeſtations, 
the divine Spirit or Goodneſs, which is perpetually 


imployed in the Minds of all Men from Adam, and 


will be even ſo to the laſt of his Race; and all this 
we find to be fit and becoming of his divine Attri- 
butes, and reconcilable to human Reaſon. So there 
is one Father, not three Fathers ; one Son, not three 


Sons; one Holy Ghoſt, not three Holy Ghoſts ; ſo 


the Father is God, the Sen is God, and the Hol 


_ Ghoſt is God; the Father is eternal, the Son eter- 
nal, the Holy Ghoſt eternal ; yet there be not three 
| Gods, but one God, mand de in the Perſons of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; three 


Perſons, but only one God, glorious for ever; to 
whom three Perſons, but only one God, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory, Might, Majelty, and Dominion, for 


ever. 


[ think we have a Reaſon, ad a great Authority : 


to convince that Reaſon, from the Writings of the 


inſpired Writers, to believe this Doctrine; the whole, 


trom the known Attributes of God, fone to have 
been a neceſſary Reſult of his having created; and we 
cannot, without affronting his divine Majeſty, doubt 


hat in his * and Goodneſs, before Creation, he 
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had determined within himſelf a Means of Redemp- 
tion for the Fallen of his Creation, a Means to reform 
and amend them, to bring them back to their origi- 
nal Purity, and to lead them triumphant to thoſe Seats 
of Bliſs from which, having by their Delinquency 
rendered themſelves unfit for Heaven, they were, for 
the Peace of the Good that remained, caſt out; and 
what more giorious Scheme could be formed, or more 
becoming of his Goodneſs, than that of A ſecond 
Manifeſtation in the Perſon of the Son, the Lord Je- 
ſus, the promiſed Meſiab, the Expectation of Na- 
rions, and the Redemption of the Fallen and Loſt of 
Heaven ? 

This ſeems to be a reaſonable Concluſion, and one, 
without Revelation, might well hope it from his 
Goodneſs, and from a Reflection on the Attributes of 
his divine Eſſence, and the ſuffering State in which 
Mankind comes into the World; and when we con- 
ſider, that it was not only reaſonable but foretold by 
all the Prophets, and promiſed to the firſt created of 
Men, that a Redemption ſhould be, and that by a 
Man born of a Virgin; when we ſee all theſe Prophe- 
ſies kept and preſerved, by the Enemies of Chriſtiani- 
ty, out of the Reach of Suſpicion; and find all theſe 
Propheſies fulfilled and accompliſhed in the Perſon of 
Jeſus Chriſt, what room is there for Doubt, or for 
Cavil ? h | 

I muſt own, that the Method of throwing Matters 
of Religion into Myſteries, and taking them from the 
Reaſonings of Men, was always, in my Opinon, not 
only an Injury to Religion but an Affront to the di- 
vine Author of Nature, who is infinite Reaſon ; and 
I have therefore made it my Rule, to examine and 
enquire into the Reaſon of Things revealed through 
the inſpired Writers to Man, and if I found them 
Conſonant with, or reconcilable to Reaſon, I have al- 
ways yielded to their Authority; and I muſt — 
1 . : that 


E 


that nothing has ever ſeemed to me more highly 
Reaſonable, than the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity 
in the Unity of one only God, as herein before is laid 
down. And I heartily wiſh, that Men, and thoſe 
particularly who are in the Mifnon, would a little ex- 
tend their Minds into the Reaſon of Things, and, 


purging the Character of the Almighty, All-wiſe, . 


 Alljuſt, and All- good God from the Aſperſions which 
have been thrown upon it by the Zeal of inflamed 
_ Enthuſiaſts of all Ages, repreſent him, as he truly is, 


Benevolent, Compaſſionate, and Good in an infinite 


Degree. 


This would warm the Hearts of Men with a divine 
Love, and would, in my moſt humble Opinion, raiſe 
1n them a Paſſion ſtronger than Fear, and make them 
love the divine Author of their Nature, who has not 
abandoned them in their Fall, but watched over them 
with fatherly Tenderneſs through all their Misfor- 
tunes, and will never forſake nor forget them, till he 
has brought them back triumphant to thoſe Seats of 
Bliſs from which they unfortunately fell in their firſt 
Exiſtence ; which leads me now to the much diſpu- 
ted, and doubted, Doctrine of the Reſurrection. 

Upon this rational Survey of the Chriſtian Religion, 
nothing appears more reaſonable than the Doctrine 
of the Reſurrection, nor any Thing more comfortable 

to Man, eſpecially to good Men. 
After Chriſt ſuffered upon the Croſs and died, he 
deſcended into Hell. 
On the Croſs he comforted the believing Thief, 
his Fellow-ſufferer, ſaying, This Day thou "ſhall be 
with me in Paradiſe. Our Creeds ſay, he deſcended 
into Hell: Suppoſe it the Place of departed Spirits; 
yet Chriſt called it Paradiſe : Which ſignifies, a Place 
where God 1s preſent or viſible : Therefore, during 
his Preſence amongſt them, he was viſible to them as 


dd or fecond Perſon of e cred {Tet ; and thi- 
1 
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ther no doubt he went to Comfort them with his Vi- 
ſion, and with the joyful Tiding of his Suffering for 
them in the Fleſh, and of his having opened the Gate 
of their Return to Heaven. 

Some may aſk, did the Godhead die ? No, to be 
ſure: But may they ſay, where then was the God- 
head? The Body lay to the third Day in the Grave, 
Chriſt deſcended to Hell: In which then was the 
Godhead ? In both; God is every where, and tho? 
manifeſted in Chriſt, was however infinite as God; 
for the Perſons of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, were only Manifeſtations of himſelf in a 
wonderful Manner, and for the Good of his Creatures 
in thoſe three Perſonalities, but he was ſtill infinite, in- 
viſible, eternal, and one. The Soul of Jeſus, in Death, 
parted from the Body ; for the Man Jeſus died in the 
common Way of Man, that is, the Soul parted from 
the Body; but the Soul and the Body were both in 
God, and God in them, the Son of Man was not to 
ſee Corruption, therefore God remained to preſerve it 
from Corruption, and when the charitable Miſſion to 
the departed in Hades was performed, it returned a- 
gain; the Body was not carried to the Seat of the de- 
14 parted Spirits; for in its natural State it could not be 
© diſcerned by them, and had no Buſineſs there; but 
on its Return, the Body of Jeſus was ſpiritualized, or 
E purged from groſs Matter, and it roſe, as we ſhall 
«© riſe, cleanſed from the Infirmities of the Fleſh, and, 
as the Apoſtle ſays, a ſpiritual Body with new Pow- 
ers, ſuch as Penetrability, Viſibility or Inviſibility, 
Agility, and with all other the Powers which our 
Bodies ſhall have at the general Reſurrection ; ſo that 
Jeſus actually died; his Soul deſcended into Hell; 
it united with the Body, and roſe the third Day, un- 
divided, unſeparated from the Godhead, in Whole 
or in Part, and was ſtil the Chriſt: And he aſcended 
| into 
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150 Heaven, and ſate at the right Hand of the Fa- 
ther, from whence he ſhall come to judge the Quick 
and the Dead. 


Jeſus, in his Reſurrection, has given a full Evi- 


dence, an extraordinary Proof, of the Poſſibility of a 


general Reſurrection: It remains to ſhew the Fitneſs | 


of it. 

On the a of the unhappy Angels i in Hea- 
ven, they were caſt out; and though brought back 
and ſaved, through the unbounded Goodneſs of God, 
the Author of their Being ; it would not be very De- 
cent to fee thoſe, who had tranſgreſſed and fallen a- 


way from their original Purity, return again without 


ſome Badge or Mark of their Delinquency ; for this 
would be taking away all Diſtinction between thoſe 
who ſtood, and thoſe who fell ; and the Hiſtory of 
their Fall might be forgot, and others might Tranſ- 
greſs, forgetting the Miſeries which the Fall of the 
firſt had brought upon them : Wherefore nothing 


was more fit and becoming the Goodneſs and Wit 


dom of God, than that they ſhould return in the Garb 


of their Corruption, though freed from all Corrup- 


tion, though reſtored to their primitive Happineſs 
and Purity, that they ſhould ſtill wear the Cloathing 
of their Fall to be an eternal Memento, not of their 


Fall alone, but of the long Chain of Miſery which it 


brought upon them, and of the high Price of their 
Redemption; ; to be an eternal Warning to Others ne- 
ver to offend hereafter. 

This ſeems to be infinite Fitneſs ; we have the Ex- 
ample before us in the Reſurrection of Jeſus, and 


have not therefore the leaſt room to doubt of the 
Doctrine which, upon this View, ſeems ſo highly 


reaſonable and fo becoming of the divine Goodneſs, 
Wiſdom, and Equity of God, that we muſt ſuppoſe 
even from thoſe his Attributes he could not leave it 

out of his wonderful Scheme. 
That 
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we need not doubt, ſince, on the important Delibera- 


tion within the divine Eſſence, upon the Creation 


which he then had in Hand, he muſt have deter- 
mined upon a Mediator for the Redemption of the 
Fallen; and determining upon a Mediator, a Re- 
deemer, that high Office being of the greateſt Im- 
portance, tis no wonder that he gave that glorious 
Spirit the firſt Exiſtence. That in order to lay the 
ſtronger Obligation upon him, to undertake the Re- 
demption of ſuch as he fore-ſaw ſhould fall, he, in and 
by this firſt begotten, created the whole World of Spi- 


rits. St. John the Evangeliſt, Chap. i. Ver. 3. hat 


he made him therefore Lord of Angels and Arch- an- 
gels, and of the whole Hoſt of Heaven; that he or- 
dained, that all the Angels of God ſhould bow down 
to him and worſhip him, the firſt begotten of God, 
to whom he ſpoke, ſaying, this Day have I begot- 
ten thee; and to whom, when begotten, he united 


himſelf by an intimate Connection, and in him, the 


Son of his Mercy, manifeſted himſelf the ſecond Per- 
ſon of the Trinity in Heaven, making him Lord of 

all the World, and the Word or Prom of his Mer- 
cy to the Unhappy and the Fallen of Heaven, who, 
in the Fullneſs of Time, and for the appointed Work, 
was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt in the Virgin Mary, 
and was made Man, who, for us and for our Sins, 
came down from Heaven, who ſuffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified for us, died and was buried, de- 


ſcended into Hell, and roſe again the third Day; who 
aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth on the right -Hand 
of God, the Father, where he is Mediator between 


God -and Man, as partaking of both their Natures ; 


who ſhall come again to judge the Quick and the Dead, . 


glorious and bleſſed for ever. 


That the Man Jeſus, whoſe Soul this good Spirit 
Was, the firſt begotten of God, * and died, is 
was 


| That the Soul of Jeſus was begot before all Worlds, 
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an Article of our Faith ; we have it in all our Creeds; 


and it is recorded authentically in the Scripture : 


Therefore he, this firſt begotten Spirit, was neither 


God nor of the Subſtance of God; that he was begot- 


ten of God, and on a certain Time, is alſo an Article 
of our Faith, for he ſays, Thou art my Son, this Day 


have I begotten thee ; which ſignifies, bringing forth 


into Being : ; and of this even Tri/meg:i/#us ſeems to have 
had ſome hint from the Traditions of Mah, for he 


ſays, The one begot the one:“ Before all Worlds 
he begot him: Now therefore this holy Spirit was in 
the Boſom of the Divinity, reſolved on within him- 


ſelf, as we all are in God, in God we live, we move, 


and have our Being; but he was not yet produced in- 


to Being, only reſolved on within himſelf, he was in 


the Contemplation of the divine Effence, and was pro- 


duced into Being on that Day in which he ſays, this 
Day have I begotten thee : But he, this Soul or Spi- 
rit, could not be God, nor of the Subſtance of God, 

| becaul he ſuffered, which God could not ; he was of 
a Nature higher than Angels, for which Reaſon the 


Word, Begotten, was applied to the Production of 


his Spirit in a more peculiar Manner, than to any 


other the Children of God, for we are all his Children, 


and he is Father of all; though we are ſaid to be cre- 
ated, he to be begotten for the Fxcellence of his "me 
fon, and for the Dignity of his Office; he was 


Being produced by God himſelf, and to him the God- | 


head, in an ineffable Manner, united himſelf, and 


in him was manifeſt ; nay, I ſhould incline to join with 


the Eflay Writer, that this was Michal, or the An- 
gel Gabriel, had it not been expreſsly ſaid, that all 
the Angels of God ſhould bow down to him; where- 
tore the Angels Gabriel and Michael mult bow down 
to him; but it would be Nonſenſe to ſay, that an 
Angel ſhould bow down to himſelf ; therefore he, the 
firſt Begotten, could not be either of thoſe great Per- 

| I ſon- 
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finals, 2 as it is ſuppoſed by the Eſſay Writer. By 


Manhood is underſtood the Soul and Body united, 
but he was inferior to God as to his Manhood; there- 


fore this excellent Spirit, the Soul of the Man Jeſus, 


conſidered as the firit Begotten and a Part from the 


Divinity which was united to it, could neither be ; 


God, nor of the Subſtance of God, and therefore in- 
ferior to God, though ſuperior to all Angels. 
Thus far Reaſon 1 ſupports us in the Belief of "4 


Chriſtian Syſtem, on the Principles of a pre-exiſtent. 
State; and I think it will be no {mall Proof of our 
having pre-exiſted, that he, the firſt Begotten of 
God, pre-exiſted ; for from the whole Account it 


ſcers as if he was to have gone through all the Stages 
which we were to go through, he pre-cxiſted in Hea- 


ven, he humbled himſelf to the Fleſh, and was made 
Man; this was ordained from the Beginning : 'The | 


Premiſe to Adam was, that of the Woman ſhould 


come one who ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head; and | 


for that Purpoſe Eve was probably ſo formed that of 
her ſhould proceed, in the appointed Time of God, a. 
Woman who, without the help of a Man, ſhould con- 


ccive a Child, and bring him forth by. the meer Ope- 


rations of the holy Spirit upon her; I ſay, Eve was 
to formed, that from her ſhould preceed one of her 
Sex ſo formed as to conceive and bring forth thus 
wonderfully a Man Child, diſtinguiſhed from all o— 
thers, and produced in a Manner different from the 
Production of all others, to be rhe Tabernacle of the 


firſt Begotten, who was ſo highly produced and diſtin- 


guiſned of God from all others, the bleſſed Spirits of 
his Production ; that in this Man, thus compoſed, 
the Godhead ſhould be intimately connected, or join- 
ed, to his Humanity ; that this Man, that the Soul 
and Body of this Man ſhould ſuffer on the Croſs, die 


as Man, be raiſed again from the Dead and aſcend in- 


to Heaven: That al chis, [ 0 ſhould be done to 


ſhew- 


(59) 


ſhew us that we likewiſe pre-exiſted, were incarnate, 


| ſhall die and be buried, and ſhall riſe again, to be 
Judged either to eternal Happineſs, or to further Mi- 
ſery. And this leads me to the general Judgment, 


another Article of the Chriſtian Faith. There is 
nothing, on this Review of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which ſeems more fit and becoming of the divine 


Wiſdom and Juſtice, than that a general Judgment, 
after the Probation of the whole Hoſt which fell was 
paſt, ſhould enſue ; for as Hell1s prepared, and reſerved 


to the laſt Day for the Devil and his Angels, ſo is 
Heaven for the Meek and the Good; and it was high- 
ly fitting ſo to order, that the Firm and the Fallen 
ſhould all be called together to that important Judg- 


ment, which 1s to be paſſed i in that great Day, that 
all may be Witneſſes of the Juſtice "and Equity of 
God, in that important Deciſion. 


And at this great Meeting, not the late Inhabitants _ 
of this poor Speck of Matter, this little Planet which 
we inhabit, alone, but the whole of God's Creation; 


the Inhabitants not of the ſix Planets in our ſolar 


Syſtem, but of all other the Planets to the extent of 
God's Creation of material Worlds, ſhall be preſent ; 
for it was not for us alone that the firſt Begotten died, 


but for all the Fallen of Heaven; and this muſt ap- 


pear from hence. 

Whatever was fit in any Place or Time, or Cir- 
cumſtance, for the Almighty God to do, he being 
infinite Fitneſs, immutable, and the ſame over all, 


muſt be fit in all like Places, Times, and Circum- 


ſtances ; but all the Planets of God's Creation are now 
known to be of a like Nature with this which we in- 
habit, therefore they are inhabited by the ſame kind 
of Inhabitants, the Fallen of Heaven plunged into 


Matter, to wait, equally with us, that great Event 


the coming of a Redeemer, a Salvation through him, 
a Reſurrection and a general Judgment, and they ſhall 
I 2 all 


660 
all meet together to hear the tremendous Sentence i 
that one, who was incarnate for us, and who aroſe 
from the Dead to be the Mediator for all. 

have, in the former Part of this little Eſſay, ſaid, 
that an Eternity of Puniſhment was not conſiſtent 
with the Juſtice and Benevolence of the divine Au- 
thor of all; but let not the Sinner therefore proceed 
in his wicked Courſes on a vain Preſumption, that 
his Sufferings ſhall at laſt have an End. 

An Hell there is to receive him, from which 
he ſhall never depart until he has paid the laſt Far- 
thing; when he leaves this Life he ſhall be ſerzed by 
the Goaler, and caſt into Hell fire, into Torments 
which exceed all the Comprehenſions of human Un- 
derſtanding. 
-- There ſhall he remain in Torments infinitely great, 

and to the Comprehenſion of Man infinitely long; 
but in the Depth of the Wiſdom of God, not infi- 
nitely long. Jo an indefinite Time there he muſt 
remain in Torments infinitely great, without Eaſe or 
Relaxation, until his ſtubborn Mind reformed, he 
humbles himſelf, is ſenſible of his Crimes, repents, 
reforms his every vicious bent of Mind, and calls and 
cries for Mercy; but whenever this happens, the ſame 
Mediator, ever gracious and good, ſhall plead his 
Cauſe, and even he ſhall ſee Salvation. 

If the Gout, the Stone or the Gravel, has made 
many Men lay violent Hands upon themſelves ; if a 
Diſappointment in Affairs, or Loſs of Fortune, or a 
_ trifling Affront has made Men weary of their Being, 
and forced them to put an End to their Life ; what 
muſt they think of burning for a Thouſand, or ten 
Thouſand, or a hundred Thouſand, or a Million of 
' Thouſands of Years, in Lakes of boiling Sulphur, 
or of worſe, infinitely worſe, and greater Sufferings? 
Is there any Man who had foreſeen that he were to 
dee miſerable to the End of his FR, Pl ſuppoſe 1 he Aa 
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Cholic, or in the Gout without Intermiſſion or Relaxa- 


tion of Pains, who would not cry out, kill me, kill me, 
I would rather die than ſuffer it? But can dying avail 
when from this Pain, this trifle of tranſitory Suffer- 
ing, he is to be forthwith tied by the mercileſs Mini- 
ſter of God's Judgment, and thrown into Pains infi- 
nitely greater, and without Intermiſſion or Relaxa- 
ton? =: 

The Life of Man i is but threeſcore Years db ben 
or if we proceed farther *tis Labour and Pain; if then 


for the tranſitory Pleaſures of a Day, or a Year, a Man 


was ſure to have the Gout, the Grave], and the Cholic, 
for all the reſt of that ſhort Period ; 1 fay, if he were 


ſure to ſuffer theſe wrecking Pains * the reſt of his 


Life, would he dare to accept of the Hour, the 


Day, or the Year of Pleaſure ? He certainly would 
not. 

But the Exiſtence after this Life is as ſure, and in- 
finitely more ſure, than Life itſelf. Life is the moſt 


precarious of all the Poſſeſſions of Men, and the moſt ' 


uncertain : In the midſt of a Banquet, in the Arms of 
Pl Miſtreſs, it is demanded of us; and we are caſt 


headlong into this miſerable Manſion of the wicked, 


there to ſuffer the extreameſt of Tortures, for thows 
lands of Years, Years every bit as long as thoſe here. 

is a great Misfortune, but a common one, that 
| Men confine the Ideas of their Exiſtence to this Life 
only; whereas it is but a Stage, theſe Bodies are but 
the Garments of a Birth-day in the whole of Life; 
we have put them on upon that Occaſion, and we muſt 


leave them off again on the other: But we are to exiſt 


for ever, and the Day of Death is the Queſtion ; for 
as the Tree falls, ſo it lies; if we live well we ſhall 
die well, and reſt in Peace and Happineſs ; if we live 
ill we ſhall more than probably die ill, and our bed 
muſt be Lakes of  Brimſtone and Fire, for wretched 
is the Lot of the wicked, 


But 


— 
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But it may be ſaid, what does it ſignify, it will 
end at laſt, and we ſhall be happy after all; no never: 


Until you reform and turn from vour Iniquity ; never: 
And if you be ſo obſtinate here, what will you be 


hereafter ; how much wiſer to be honeſt here, to en- 


Joy the Sweets of Peace in a good Conſcience, and, 
when the Burden of Life 1s lad down, to mount to 
Seats of Bliſs eternal, and to us incomprehenſible. 

Eternity then 1s the Thing which frightens, what 
is Eternity? an endleſs Duration ; ſo that after a 
thouſand Years tis as if it were but juſt begun: This 
is all the Idea you can have of Eternity; for Finite can- 
not comprehend Infinity. Suppoſe therefore that at- 
ter a thouſand Years of Pain you had ſtill the ſame 
Time to ſuffer, or ſuppoſe that you had ſtill a Thou- 
{and more, and after that Ten Thouſand more, and 
after that One Hundred Thouſand more, and after 
that a Million of Millions of Thouſands of Years to 
luffer, pray, what would the Reverſion be worth you 
of ſuch a Duration the firſt Day of your entring into 
__ ? Why not one Farthing. 

Let us conſider, here in this Life, where Things 
are ſo highly rated, that we riſque our Suffering during 
ſuch a Period for the Poſſeſſions of it, an Eſtate is ſold 
for twenty-five Years Purchaſe, and that the whole 
Duration of Time is valued at no more than twenty- 
live Years, for the Eſtate is ſold for ever from you and 
your Poſterity, your dear Poſterity which is fo much 
dearer to you than your ſelf, that you run the Riſque of 
eternal Damnation for their Sakes: Even now when you 
think Damnation eternal, you run the Riſque of it for 
their Sakes; and when here in this Life which is pre- 
| ſent, the whole Value of the World's Duration is but 
twenty-five Years, the Reverſion after twenty-five 
Years can be hut a trifling Value ; what then can the 
reverſionary Happineſs of an Eternity be to a Wretch 
who hears the * ann upon him, that he is 
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to be infinitely miſerable for a Million of Millions of 
Thouſands of Years; not worth one Year's Purchaſe 


of the Pains he ſuffers. And how weak therefore the 


vain Reliance of the wicked upon the empty Hope 


| of an Eternity of Happineſs, after ſuch an nn 
henſible Term of infinite Miſery ! 
If Men won't be terrified at this, no Eternity can 


terrify them, and they will proceed in the Paths of 


Sin till they ſink into the Gulph of infinite Miſery, 
How proper then, ſince an Eternity of Miſery can- 
not frighten Men from Sin, to allure them by the 
Love which our God has had for us, his Creatures, to 
intice him to do his Will while we are here in this 
State of Probation, and to ſhew him, that he has ne- 
ver forſaken us: That he has, from his bountiful Be- 
nevolence to us, given us a Being, in a Heaven of 
incomprehenſible Happineſs; how that falling into 


Diſobedience and rendering ourſelves unfit for that 


State of Bliſs, he has not abandoned us, but formed 
this wonderful Scheme of material Worlds to re- 
ceive us during our Diſability of enjoying the Hap- 
pineſs to which we were originally formed; how 
he has all along, with paternal Care, watched over 
us through all our Chances and Changes, and at 
laſt, through his Mercy, raiſed us up into this 
State of Probation in which we now ſtand ; how he 
ſo loved us, that he gave his only begotten Son to 
die for us, an ignominious Death upon the Croſs, to 


open the Door of Salvation for our Return; and how 


he is with us here in theſe Beings, always inſtant and 
preſent in the Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, commonly 
known by the Name Conſcience, in our Minds warn- 
ing us from Offence, alluring us to Virtue, and en- 
deavouring to ſteer us into the Paths of Salvation in 
the general Judgment; and how, failing of that, he 
will not forſake us even in the ſecond Death which is 
Hell, but be inſtant even there with his holy Spirit, 
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| ſuffering miſerable Eſtate for a Return to him, and to 


ſurrection. 

A Love like this muſt ſorely engage the Hearts of 
the moſt ungrateful and perverſe to a Return of Love; 
and muſt, more than the Terrors of an eternal Pu- 
niſnment, or at leaſt more than the Difference be- 


to a Deſire to walk in his Ways, and to obey his Laws, 
the Laws of his Love to us, ordained and promulgated 
to us not through Caprice, or for his own Sake, but 


rit of Peace and brotherly Love, and Forbearance to 
each other, which is ſo abſolutely neceſſary for us to 
practice here, in order to fit ourſelves again for the 
bleſſed Society of Heaven, which we loſt by departing 
from it. I ſhall therefore conclude in the Words of 


your Neighbour as yourſelf. For Lis is the Law and Ze 
Prophets. 


And now, to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 


Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, as it <vas in the 


Beginning, now 15, one ever ſhall 255 World witbout End. 
Amen. 


to bring us to Repentance, and to fit us even in chax 


the Happineſs of Heaven again, in 5 ſecond Res 


tween an eternal and a temporary Hell, incline them 


for ours, to lead us into that Purity of Life, that Spi- 


the adorable Jeſus, Love God above all Things, and © 


| Ghoſt, three Perſons but one only God, be all Honour and 
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